People with disabilities worried about rights challenges | Opinion

Cuts to home care can cost the freedom to live independently. It also costs small
businesses, home care workers and family caregivers who must leave the workforce to care
for family.

By Jenny Price and Sydney Badeau Special to the Milwaukee Journal Sentinel

The most important victories for disability rights were won in battles that played out over
decades and often behind the scenes. But after a series of recent actions at the federal
level, people with disabilities and their families fear that the foundation we helped build is
in danger of collapsing.

At the core is the right to live in our communities — something most of us can take for
granted, until we become disabled or sick and can no longer live at home without help.
Care at home wasn’t always an option for people with disabilities, who for decades were
set aside, sent out of their communities to live in institutions. Some parents were advised
to pretend their children never existed.

On July 20, the U.S. Department of Justice announced it was rescinding guidance that

defines the most integrated setting under the Americans with Disabilities Act and
Olmstead v. LC, a landmark Supreme Court decision. Courts have used this guide for years
to protect people's right to live in the community. That could mean states and service
providers may not be held accountable if they remove supports that help people live in the
community. Legal cases about the right to community living could become harder to win.

Just a month ago, the Justice Department posted a memo that argues core civil rights laws
do not require states to integrate people with disabilities into the community. Meanwhile, a

Texas-led lawsuit working its way through federal courts is challenging whether people with
disabilities have a right to live in the community under Section 504 of the Rehabilitation Act
of 1973.

Laws that define disability rights protect us all

The laws being challenged and reinterpreted are the cornerstones of disability civil rights
and the reason why many people with disabilities can live where they want, work where
they want, and spend their free time how they choose. And they protect you, too.

The home care system in place for people with disabilities and older adults is the one that
will be there for you and your loved ones when you need it. Chances are you willbecome a
person with a disability or the caregiver of one. We fought for home care so that if you need
help bathing or getting dressed, you can still live at home, go to church, and spend time
with friends and family, rather than be forced into an institution or nursing home.
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At the same time the $1 trillion cut to Medicaid that Congress passed in H.R. 1 is about to
take effect, putting state budgets and the entire care infrastructure in jeopardy. Medicaid
pays the salaries of home care workers and the health care workers we all rely on. Small
cuts to home care can cost you the freedom to live independently, a life you choose. It also
costs Wisconsin jobs, not only the loss of small businesses and home care workers, but
family caregivers who leave the workforce because there is no one else.

People with disabilities and their families will advocate strongly for our rights, as we always
have. If we are in a new battle, this fight is not just ours. Itis yours, too.

Jenny Price is executive director and Sydney Badeau is board chair for the Wisconsin Board
for People with Developmental Disabilities.


https://secure-web.cisco.com/1tZbG8idM9MicW0uX__BuNAHV-0I96H-i-bvK5qvWCzAHvlyaPkHHIMWLkpH-lQ46I5dqJHv9J-jKuMoyeEmxPHMo91SzCiiOgATK9RcDqH8SZcNYJbCeaKb-lMcz3z5cBQv8P2mDckIfNxTEDcyZuFM9dIGF6jezT51fXiQk2zaP90TmzzBtJRohL7TICJ3FWTaAJ_O95ur5RYcDlqywMpzXnfC89OO5weMaXhg1YCTkSXOz_jgK8-1SeT_GPHul2mQbNCSIXZ35sFfRxwiq87OefsVdRFXUan08A7r-vnqMXqyYUyd3n2h-tMNvyp99/https%3A%2F%2Fmedicareadvocacy.org%2Fimpact-of-the-big-bill-on-medicare%2F

