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Weekly Update

July 31st, 2026

Today we will talk about:

• Federal Administration: U.S. DOJ opinion changing enforcement of Olmsted, U.S. DOJ revokes 

ADA guidance as “unenforceable”,  CMS withholds Medicaid money from two states citing fraud, 

CMS asks state for Medicaid money back for personal care paperwork errors, Businesses forced 

to fire immigrant caregivers worsening staffing shortage, DHHS fighting to restore rule that 

would make it harder to enroll, ICE shared Medicaid data it wasn’t supposed to have, Judge 

rules administration can’t revoke existing grants that don’t fit new priorities, Administration 

cuts funding for disabled parent program and other research, OMB rule will turn grants into 

system of political favors critics warn, Census rule wants to change who is counted, public 

charge rule finalized.

• Impact of HR 1: Disabled patients face Medicaid denials from IT errors, Doctors may end up with 

an unwanted role deciding who can work, what work requirements may mean for SSI applicants, 

report says more people will lose Medicaid under CMS prove you’re working rule, States sue over 

who is considered medically frail, provider tax provision will cost states, Kentucky 4% provider 

cut undone for now, faced with piles of paperwork people lose SNAP.

• Congress: What the House did, What the Senate is doing
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Why this U.S. 
DOJ opinion 

matters.
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Gives permission to reduce federal enforcement of 
community integration requirements.

Gives green light to federal agencies to revise or 
rescind federal regulations that tell states to do 
more to increasing community integration.

Decreases the pressure on states to expand Home 
and Community Based Services.

Gives states more flexibility to fund and operate 
institutions and segregated settings 

Potentially may reshape lawsuits, federal 
investigations, and settlement agreements about 
disability rights and community living

Background from National Disability groups: 

https://caringacross.org/wp-

content/uploads/2026/07/Olmstead-Memo-Talking-Points-

and-Guidance.pdf



Trump DOJ Memo threatens decades of disability 
rights protections, tests key Florida rights case

• The June U.S. DOJ opinion give states and federal agencies a 
powerful new weapon for limiting community-based care obligations 
under the ADA and is already impacting existing U.S. DOJ ADA 
enforcement cases.

• U.S. DOJ has been involved13-year-old enforcement action against 
Florida, which challenged the state’s widespread practice of 
unnecessarily placing medically vulnerable children in nursing 
homes rather than providing care in their homes.

• With the new U.S. DOJ opinion, the federal government now 
appears aligned with the state it once sued.

• The opinion strikes at the ADA’s central guarantee, repeatedly 
upheld by courts across the country, that people with disabilities, 
including medically fragile children in Florida, cannot be 
warehoused in institutions simply because states resist providing 
care at home or in the community. 

• It also threatens two court rulings that found Florida violated the 
ADA through the unjustified segregation and institutionalization of 
people with disabilities, a form of discrimination.
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https://www.floridabulldog.org/2026/07/tru

mp-doj-memo-threatens-decades-disability-

rights-protections-tests-florida-case/



Trump DOJ Memo threatens decades of disability 
rights protections, tests key Florida rights case

• Florida has lost its case in court and on appeal, but now it 
wants the appeal court to hold a rare special kind of 
hearing that could reverse the previous rulings because of 
the U.S. DOJ memo.

• Court papers filed by both Florida and U.S. DOJ suggest 
that the U.S. government is looking seriously at switching 
sides at this critical point in the case.

• The June U.S. DOJ memo would support DOJ aligning with 
Florida in its argument that the government’s authority to 
enforce the ADA is limited. 

• If U.S. DOJ follows the slip opinion, it would prevent 
federal agencies from aggressively enforcing the trial 
court’s system-wide injunction and it would mean that 
there is no adversary arguing against Florida in this case (if 
both sides agree there is no disagreement for courts to 
settle).
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Georgia is building first state psychiatric 
hospital since landmark disability case

• Georgia has been under an Olmsted 
settlement agreement with the U.S. Department of 
Justice since 2010.

• U.S. DOJ was enforcing the 1999 Olmsted decision and 
said Georgia was unlawfully holding people in 
institutions who did not need to be there.

• Georgia’s settlement agreement with U.S. DOJ drove 
the state to make big reforms to their mental health 
and disability care systems for almost 20 years.

• The agreement required Georgia to develop a network 
of more localized health services for these patients, 
often referred to as a community-based care system, 
rather than relying on institutions.
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https://www.newsfromthestates.com/article/georgia-

building-first-state-psychiatric-hospital-landmark-

disability-case

https://www.justice.gov/sites/default/files/crt/legacy/2011/01/10/US_v_Georgia_ADAsettle_10-19-10.pdf


Georgia is building first state psychiatric 
hospital since landmark disability case

• A federal judge released Georgia from part of the settlement 
agreement in February, which means there will be less 
oversight over how the state provides services for people 
with behavioral health issues.

• Now, a $409 million 300 bed state hospital is in the works, a 
solution from lawmakers and state officials to address the 
backlog of people waiting for a spot at a state psychiatric 
hospital.

• The first of its kind in over 50 years, the hospital follows a 
history of Georgia and other states institutionalizing 
mentally ill and disabled people.

• “We need to build the infrastructure in the community, or 
we’re going to have to keep building more and more beds, 
and people are going to be tucked away instead of receiving 
the support they need,” she said. “Building beds is not the 
solution, and it can become the problem.”
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100 members of Congress send letter 
to U.S. DOJ asking agency to rescind 
memo

• 100+ members of Congress sent a letter to Acting 
Attorney General Blanche, about DOJ's recent legal 
opinion that would make it easier for states to keep 
people with mental illness institutionalized, rather than 
paying for them to receive community-based care

• The US DOJ memo reverse its decades-long interpretation 
on integrating people with disabilities into the 
community under the Americans with Disabilities Act, 
Section 504 of the Rehabilitation Act and the Supreme 
Court's decision in Olmstead v. L.C.

• Lawmakers asked the Justice Department to rescind the 
June opinion by the Office of Legal Counsel.

• None of Wisconsin’s delegation signed on.

7/30/2026 8

https://www.cbsnews.com/news/democrats-doj-office-of-legal-counsel-opinion-mentally-ill-institutionalization/ 

https://scanlon.house.gov/uploadedfiles/doj_olmstead_letter.pdf

https://www.justice.gov/olc/media/1446701/dl
https://www.cbsnews.com/news/democrats-doj-office-of-legal-counsel-opinion-mentally-ill-institutionalization/
https://www.cbsnews.com/news/democrats-doj-office-of-legal-counsel-opinion-mentally-ill-institutionalization/
https://www.cbsnews.com/news/democrats-doj-office-of-legal-counsel-opinion-mentally-ill-institutionalization/
https://www.cbsnews.com/news/democrats-doj-office-of-legal-counsel-opinion-mentally-ill-institutionalization/
https://www.cbsnews.com/news/democrats-doj-office-of-legal-counsel-opinion-mentally-ill-institutionalization/
https://www.cbsnews.com/news/democrats-doj-office-of-legal-counsel-opinion-mentally-ill-institutionalization/
https://www.cbsnews.com/news/democrats-doj-office-of-legal-counsel-opinion-mentally-ill-institutionalization/
https://www.cbsnews.com/news/democrats-doj-office-of-legal-counsel-opinion-mentally-ill-institutionalization/
https://www.cbsnews.com/news/democrats-doj-office-of-legal-counsel-opinion-mentally-ill-institutionalization/
https://www.cbsnews.com/news/democrats-doj-office-of-legal-counsel-opinion-mentally-ill-institutionalization/
https://www.cbsnews.com/news/democrats-doj-office-of-legal-counsel-opinion-mentally-ill-institutionalization/
https://www.cbsnews.com/news/democrats-doj-office-of-legal-counsel-opinion-mentally-ill-institutionalization/
https://www.cbsnews.com/news/democrats-doj-office-of-legal-counsel-opinion-mentally-ill-institutionalization/
https://www.cbsnews.com/news/democrats-doj-office-of-legal-counsel-opinion-mentally-ill-institutionalization/
https://www.cbsnews.com/news/democrats-doj-office-of-legal-counsel-opinion-mentally-ill-institutionalization/
https://www.cbsnews.com/news/democrats-doj-office-of-legal-counsel-opinion-mentally-ill-institutionalization/
https://www.cbsnews.com/news/democrats-doj-office-of-legal-counsel-opinion-mentally-ill-institutionalization/
https://www.cbsnews.com/news/democrats-doj-office-of-legal-counsel-opinion-mentally-ill-institutionalization/
https://www.cbsnews.com/news/democrats-doj-office-of-legal-counsel-opinion-mentally-ill-institutionalization/
https://scanlon.house.gov/uploadedfiles/doj_olmstead_letter.pdf


100 members of Congress send letter 
to U.S. DOJ asking agency to rescind 
memo

• National Disability advocates have developed a statement for state 
governors and attorneys general to sign, asking the DOJ to rescind its 
slip opinion on Olmstead.

• You can ask Wisconsin's Governor (608) 266-1212) and our Attorney 
General (608) 266-1221) to sign this letter!

• Background for advocates explaining why it is useful for state governors and attorneys 
general to sign the statement (

• Statement for governors and attorneys general to sign

• Form for governors and attorneys general to sign the statement 

• Share with other disability advocates so the Governor and Attorney 
General hear loudly and clearly from the disability community that we 
are paying attention and watching who is standing up for the right for 
home care.

• You can also contact U.S. Senators and Representatives and ask: "In June 
the U.S. DOJ issued an opinion that said it no longer thought people with 
disabilities had a right to home care. Now U.S. DOJ says its major ADA 
guidance is "unenforceable." What are you going to do to make sure 
people with disabilities remain part of their communities and aren't 
locked up in nursing homes and other places they don't want to be--and 
where they lose their basic freedom-- just because they need help"
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Justice Department Deems Major ADA 
Guidance ‘Not Enforceable’

• July 20th the U.S. Department of Justice issued 
a notice saying its long-standing guidance on enforcement 
of the ADA’s integration mandate and Olmstead v. L.C. is 
“not enforceable.”

• The Olmstead guidance is a Q&A document from 2011 that 
was last updated in 2020. It says how the Supreme Court’s 
1999 Olmstead decision should be implemented. 

• The guidance says what qualifies as the most integrated 
setting under the ADA and Olmstead, who should be able to 
access services in the community and much more. 

• Other Justice Department guidance on employment for 
people with disabilities and related issues relied on the 
Olmstead guidance. U.S. DOJ said that “similar guidance 
documents are [also] not enforceable.”
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Justice Department Deems Major ADA 
Guidance ‘Not Enforceable’

• A month ago U.S. DOJ issued a memo saying that neither the ADA 
nor Section 504 of the Rehabilitation Act “require states to treat 
mentally disabled patients in the most integrated setting 
appropriate to their needs.” 

• That opinion conflicts with long-held interpretations of the 
Olmstead decision.

• “The Department of Justice’s Olmstead guidance reflects the 
overwhelming consensus of courts in their interpretation of the 
requirements under the Americans with Disabilities Act and 
Section 504, their implementing regulations, and the Supreme 
Court’s decision in Olmstead v. L.C.,” said Alison Barkoff.... 
“Today’s notice from DOJ that it will no longer rely on the 
guidance is further evidence of their backing away from a 
decades-long commitment to enforcing the rights of people with 
disabilities to live and participate in their communities.”
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Justice Department Deems Major ADA 
Guidance ‘Not Enforceable’

• “The DOJ is the primary enforcer of Olmstead so them 
backing away from what has been a decades-long 
commitment to the disability community is really 
significant,” said ALISON BARKOFF. 

• She fears these moves are a prelude of what’s to come: 
investigations dropped, settlements backed away from and 
possibly even a conservative court overturning the 
Olmstead ruling altogether.

• “What I have the biggest concern about is a conservative 
judiciary that could grab hold of this interpretation,” she 
said. “Once this is adopted by courts, it is much harder to 
undo and has much bigger impacts.”

7/30/2026

12

https://www.disabilityscoop.com/2026/07/

20/justice-department-deems-major-ada-

guidance-not-enforceable/32093/

Trump DOJ upends disability rights 

guidance

https://www.disabilityscoop.com/2026/07/20/justice-department-deems-major-ada-guidance-not-enforceable/32093/
https://www.disabilityscoop.com/2026/07/20/justice-department-deems-major-ada-guidance-not-enforceable/32093/
https://www.disabilityscoop.com/2026/07/20/justice-department-deems-major-ada-guidance-not-enforceable/32093/
https://www.disabilityscoop.com/2026/07/20/justice-department-deems-major-ada-guidance-not-enforceable/32093/
https://www.disabilityscoop.com/2026/07/20/justice-department-deems-major-ada-guidance-not-enforceable/32093/
https://www.disabilityscoop.com/2026/07/20/justice-department-deems-major-ada-guidance-not-enforceable/32093/
https://www.disabilityscoop.com/2026/07/20/justice-department-deems-major-ada-guidance-not-enforceable/32093/
https://www.disabilityscoop.com/2026/07/20/justice-department-deems-major-ada-guidance-not-enforceable/32093/
https://www.disabilityscoop.com/2026/07/20/justice-department-deems-major-ada-guidance-not-enforceable/32093/
https://www.disabilityscoop.com/2026/07/20/justice-department-deems-major-ada-guidance-not-enforceable/32093/
https://www.disabilityscoop.com/2026/07/20/justice-department-deems-major-ada-guidance-not-enforceable/32093/
https://www.disabilityscoop.com/2026/07/20/justice-department-deems-major-ada-guidance-not-enforceable/32093/
https://www.disabilityscoop.com/2026/07/20/justice-department-deems-major-ada-guidance-not-enforceable/32093/
https://www.disabilityscoop.com/2026/07/20/justice-department-deems-major-ada-guidance-not-enforceable/32093/
https://www.disabilityscoop.com/2026/07/20/justice-department-deems-major-ada-guidance-not-enforceable/32093/
https://www.disabilityscoop.com/2026/07/20/justice-department-deems-major-ada-guidance-not-enforceable/32093/
https://www.politico.com/newsletters/west-wing-playbook-remaking-government/2026/07/29/trump-doj-upends-disability-rights-guidance-01015702
https://www.politico.com/newsletters/west-wing-playbook-remaking-government/2026/07/29/trump-doj-upends-disability-rights-guidance-01015702


Survival Coalition Statement on 
U.S. DOJ rescinding guidance on 
ADA, Olmsted

• “Collectively, these actions are moving us backwards 
toward a time when people with disabilities were set 
aside in abusive, expensive institutions and denied 
the basic expectations every able-bodied person has, 
to live at home with people they choose, to learn, to 
work, to choose what they want to do and find joy,” 
said Jason Glozier, Survival Coalition co-chair. 

• “Actions that question whether people with 
disabilities should be in the community or make it 
harder for people who need care to remain in the 
community are an attack on all of us.” said Tami 
Jackson, Survival Coalition co-chair. “People with 
disabilities are the largest minority in the country 
and the only one that any of us can join at any time. 
These laws protect all of us.” 

• “No one wants to be forced into an institution 
because there is not enough home care infrastructure 
to provide help,” said Patti Becker, Survival Coalition 
co-chair. “Anyone who needs a little help to stay in 
their home won’t get it if there are no workers or 
providers. And all of us will need that help.”
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People with disabilities worried about rights 
challenges | Opinion.

• Cuts to home care can cost the freedom to live 
independently. It also costs small businesses, home care 
workers and family caregivers who must leave the 
workforce to care for family

• The most important victories for disability rights were won in 
battles that played out over decades and often behind the 
scenes. But after a series of recent actions at the federal 
level, people with disabilities and their families fear that the 
foundation we helped build is in danger of collapsing.

• At the core is the right to live in our communities — 
something most of us can take for granted, until we become 
disabled or sick and can no longer live at home without help. 
Care at home wasn’t always an option for people with 
disabilities, who for decades were set aside, sent out of their 
communities to live in institutions. Some parents were 
advised to pretend their children never existed.
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People with disabilities worried about rights 
challenges | Opinion.

• Laws that define disability rights protect us all

• The laws being challenged and reinterpreted are the 
cornerstones of disability civil rights and the reason why 
many people with disabilities can live where they want, 
work where they want, and spend their free time how 
they choose. And they protect you, too.

• The home care system in place for people with 
disabilities and older adults is the one that will be there 
for you and your loved ones when you need it. Chances 
are you will become a person with a disability or the 
caregiver of one. We fought for home care so that if you 
need help bathing or getting dressed, you can still live 
at home, go to church, and spend time with friends and 
family, rather than be forced into an institution or 
nursing home.
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Citing fraud, feds halt more than $1B in 
Medicaid money for California, Minnesota

• July 21st, Secretary Kennedy Jr. announced CMS is withholding 
more than $1 B billion in Medicaid funding from California and 
Minnesota

• “States that receive federal Medicaid funding must demonstrate 
that every dollar meets federal requirements,” Kennedy said in a 
news release on the deferred funds. “When they cannot, we will 
not release federal funds until they do.”

• "If those states want that money they need to provide 
documentation that these payments are legitimate," Kennedy 
said

• The administration was already withholding Medicaid funding 
from these two states

• It has withheld $1.3 billion from California since May and $243 
million from Minnesota since February. 

• Now Kennedy says it will withhold an additional $867 million 
from California and an additional $200 million from Minnesota.
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Citing fraud, feds halt more than $1B in 
Medicaid money for California, Minnesota

• The withheld funding is for various home care services that CMS is 
labeling “high risk.” 

• A February Paragon Institute report labeled home care programs 
“high risk” because they are not centrally managed, and 
recommended CMS not pay and/or withhold funding from states.

• “In Minnesota, we’re talking about 14 high-risk programs, high-risk 
service categories like personal care and home-based services,” 
CMS Administrator Dr. Mehmet Oz said in a press conference. 
“Again, often these are services that your family would typically 
have provided for you that the federal government has started to 
fund, but unfortunately, it can be abused.”

• States will have to provide additional documentation showing the 
claims meet federal Medicaid requirements. 

• Reimbursement requests already include documentation 
requirements. It is unknown what additional information will be 
required; there is no timeline on when payment decisions would 
be made.
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Citing fraud, feds halt more than $1B in 
Medicaid money for California, Minnesota

• HHS is also expanding “exclusion authority,” a legal tool that 
allows the government to permanently bar health care 
providers found to have committed fraud from billing federal 
programs such as Medicare and Medicaid in some cases, 
Kennedy said.

• Previously used mainly by the HHS Office of Inspector General 
(HHS-OIG), that authority will now also be available directly to 
the Centers for Medicare & Medicaid Services (CMS).

• The secretary said CMS now would be able to “remove bad 
actors from federal healthcare programs, and in many cases, 
to permanently ban them from returning.”

• Additional home health rule proposals would establish broader 
and longer clawbacks of payments already made — as well as 
allow CMS to revoke Medicare and Medicaid participation based 
on what the agency considers a “high risk of fraud, waste, and 
abuse … within a limited geographic area that has an excessive 
number of providers and suppliers.”
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Colorado Medicaid owes federal government 
at least $8 million for in-home disability care

• The federal government wants Colorado to return $8 
million in Medicaid funding after accusing the state of 
misspending money on an in-home care program for people 
with disabilities.

• The demand comes after reviewing Colorado’s electronic 
visit verification (EVV) system for in-home personal care 
services for Medicaid patients.

• Colorado’s verification system allows care providers to 
manually enter visit records later in cases where there is 
no phone or internet service at a visit or if the caregiver 
forgets to check in or out while on the visit. 

• Unlike some other states, Colorado does not require 
caregivers to use GPS tracking and allows providers to 
either log into an app or call into the system.
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Colorado Medicaid owes federal government 
at least $8 million for in-home disability care

• Colorado Medicaid officials disagreed with most of the audit’s 
findings. “We gave them 1.3 million claims. Their audit sample 
was 160 claims.”

• “We have a lack of confidence that 160 claims actually 
represents the sample of 1.3 million. It’s 0.0001% of those 
claims.”

• The issues were “isolated documentation and system-related 
issues,” not spending on care that didn’t occur, she said.

• “There was nothing in their findings that indicated that the 
services that were provided or billed for were not actually 
delivered, were not authorized as they were supposed to be, or 
were provided by ineligible caregivers,” Silva said. “There’s 
nothing to indicate that the services were not provided as 
required, so we should not be paying those dollars back.”
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Facilities forced to terminate immigrant 
caregivers, worsening caregiver shortage

• Immigration policies, lapsed work permits due to federal 
processing delays, and recent Supreme court decisions that 
upheld the administration’s ability to revoke Temporarily 
Protected Status are resulting in a sudden loss of caregivers.

• Already grappling with labor shortages, elder care facilities are 
being forced to terminate immigrant caregivers at a time when 
more Americans are living longer.

• Millions of immigrants, eligible to work in the United States, fill 
positions across the elder care industry such as nurses, 
dietitians, fitness instructors and maintenance technicians. 

• Countless more are home care workers.

• Immigration enforcement is choking both labor pools.

• There is no work force waiting in the wings to replace these 
staff.
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Haitian TPS ends. Healthcare leaders fear the 

impact on long-term care

Loss of Haitian workers will impact CT 

healthcare, officials say
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DHHS Fighting To Restore ACA Rules That 
Made It Tougher To Enroll

• DHHS is appealing a 2025 ruling that stopped two provisions 
in a proposed federal rule from taking effect.

• The ruling prevented shortening the plan enrollment 
period, imposing a $5 penalty for automatic re-
enrollments, and revoke guaranteed coverage for people 
who have past-due premiums. 

• Plaintiffs said these changes would make it harder to 
access coverage and most costly to administer. 

• ACA plan enrollment has dropped in 49 states. 

• So far, 3 M fewer people who had an ACA plan last year, 
don’t now.

• Almost all people who dropped ACA plans are now 
uninsured.

• Hospitals reporting people who lost coverage are now 
seeking care in emergency rooms and unable to pay bills.
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HHS appeals vacatur of 2025 ACA program 

integrity rule

Obamacare enrollment declines in 49 states

ACA volume dropoffs 'almost one for one' 

shifted to uninsurance

Uninsured Patients Rise Sharply, Hospitals 

Report, Citing ACA Cuts
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ICE shared Medicaid data it wasn't supposed 
to have with Palantir

• In January 2026, Medicaid officials improperly shared data about 
millions of people with immigration officials, 

• Court filings now show that ICE then shared that data with Palantir, 
which operates an app used by ICE agents to show the addresses of 
noncitizens who may be subject to deportation.

• That revelation was made public in a motion filed by more than 20 
Democratic attorneys general who sued the Trump 
administration last year over its data-sharing agreement between 
the Centers for Medicare and Medicaid Services and ICE.

• Last December, a federal judge ruled health officials could share 
with ICE certain details from Medicaid data about immigrants 
without lawful status from the states that had sued

• In May, the judge temporarily paused data sharing between CMS 
and ICE after federal officials admitted CMS had shared data with 
ICE in January that went beyond what the court order allowed. 
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ICE shared Medicaid data it wasn't supposed 
to have with Palantir

• One dataset of refugees in Minnesota included U.S. 
citizens, and another that was transferred on Jan. 7 
contained data of millions of people, including those in 
the country legally.

• Federal officials have admitted to additional instances of 
improper data sharing.

• U.S. DOJ told the court that CMS again inadvertently 
reshared with ICE the dataset with millions of names that 
CMS had first improperly shared with ICE in January. 

• Meanwhile, the Department of Justice is asking the judge 
to expand his order to allow ICE to receive data on a 
broader category of noncitizens – to potentially include all 
immigrants who are not legal permanent residents, 
citizens or have another form of permanent status.

7/30/2026

24

https://www.npr.org/2026/07/17/nx-s1-

5898504/ice-medicaid-palantir-data



US judge says Trump administration cannot 
revoke grants that conflict with its priorities

• July 17th a federal judge ruled that the Trump 
administration can’t cancel grants based on new 
program goals or agency priorities that an agency 
identifies after granting the award.

• A lawsuit filed last year by Democratic attorneys 
general and governors in 23 states and the District 
of Columbia argued that the administration was 
wrongly using a U.S. Office of Management and 
Budget regulation to revoke grants after they had 
been awarded.

• Billions of dollars in grant awarded grant funding 
was revoked from organizations and state agencies 
across the country last year with little notice.
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US judge says Trump administration cannot 
revoke grants that conflict with its priorities

• “This ruling protects billions of dollars in already 
awarded federal grants from being cancelled 
without warning or clear justification,

• The ruling does not prohibit the government’s 
ability to terminate grants entirely, but it said that 
revoking grants after they are awarded solely for 
shifts in policy is unlawful.

• A proposed OMB rule would give the administration 
expansive powers to award, condition, or award 
federal funding. It is unclear whether this ruling will 
remain valid if the regulations change.
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The Only Research Center For Disabled 
Parents Is Losing Federal Funding

• The National Research Center for Parents with Disabilities will not 
be able to apply for continued funding, likely forcing the center to 
close when they run of current funding at the end of August. 

• The federal grant that funds the center was removed from the 
grant application portal.

• The grant is one of 36 awards, together worth more than $6.5 
million, from the National Institute on Disability, Independent 
Living, and Rehabilitation Research that were expected to be 
made available but removed from the federal database so far this 
year.

• The center has investigated laws that allow states to strip parents 
of custody based on disability and health disparities faced by 
disabled parents, and helps disabled parents who reach out for 
support. 

• It is the only research center in the US focused on disabled 
parents.
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https://heller.brandeis.edu/parents-with-disabilities/index.html
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HHS research agency ends funding for dozens 
of health studies

• The administration has ended dozens of health research 
grants, telling grantees it is shifting priorities to issues like 
the “overmedication of children” and autism, according to 
a prominent research organization.

• The cuts hit projects at the Agency for Healthcare 
Research and Quality (AHRQ), many of them multiyear 
awards that had already been indefinitely delayed.

• At least 67 grants — a significant share of AHRQ’s portfolio 
— have been canceled as of July 17th, according to 
AcademyHealth, a professional organization for health 
services researchers. That number is likely to increase.

• AHRQ hasn’t spent any of its funding in fiscal 2026 and is 
now terminating projects in the middle of their award 
periods.
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Trump proposal will turn federal grants into a 
system of political favors, Democrats warn

• Over the past few weeks, several groups of lawmakers 
have written public comment letters to Office of 
Management and Budget Director Russ Vought expressing 
strong opposition to the new draft rule, which would 
give political appointees the power to decide what 
institutions receive grant funding, among other 
revisions.

• The proposed rule would potentially affect hundreds of 
billions of dollars in federal funding at universities, 
nonprofit organizations and other U.S. institutions

• Democrats said the proposal exceeds OMB’s authority, 
will make it harder for grant recipients to carry out 
funding priorities established by Congress and would turn 
federal grants into a tool for President Donald Trump to 
“unilaterally advance his partisan agenda and punish 
political rivals.”
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Congress Budgeted Billions for Big Transit 

Projects. Trump Isn’t Spending It.
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Proposed rule seeks to change who counts 
(and who doesn’t)

• In late June, a regulatory filing said the Trump administration 
had drafted new rules about the decennial census.

• The Constitution requires counting the full population, based 
on the use of the word “Persons” in this spot in the original 
text (rather than “Citizens” as used elsewhere)

• The rumored rule change would change who is counted (and 
make sure that many people who are counted now are not 
counted in the next census)

• It is rumored that this coming rule will change the technical 
meaning of who “resides” in the United States to exclude 
some or most immigrants from being counted as living in the 
country.

• Recent court filings indicate the government’s plans to use 
“residence criteria” as a tool to not count immigrants.
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Proposed rule seeks to change who counts 
(and who doesn’t)

• Some states have sued the Department of Commerce (which 
administers the census) because they also want immigrants to 
be excluded from the every-ten-year census. 

• The states argue that counting everyone who’s foreign-born in 
the official census unfairly ends up apportioning more 
congressional seats to states with bigger immigrant 
populations.7

• The day after the Trump administration filed that OMB 
regulatory notice, it asked a judge to pause one of these 
ongoing lawsuits. 

• According to the court filing, the Trump administration has 
“reached a significant stage of the rulemaking process for a 
2030 Residence Rule . . . which may ultimately obviate or 
significantly narrow many of the issues at the heart of this 
litigation.”
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Proposed rule seeks to change who counts 
(and who doesn’t)

• The census is hugely important to the functioning of our 
government. 

• It determines how many congressional representatives 
each state gets and how districts are drawn. 

• It thereby also affects how many votes each state has in 
the Electoral College process used in presidential 
elections. 

• And it plays a role in how trillions of federal dollars are 
allocated each year, since census data are used to 
calculate funding levels for health care programs, 
nutrition, highways, housing, school lunches, etc.
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Public Charge rule finalized, making it easier 
to turn away immigrants with disabilities

• The Trump administration is making it easier for the U.S. to turn away immigrants 
with disabilities with a new rule that may also deter children of immigrants who 
are citizens from accessing Medicaid and other public benefits.

• The U.S. Department of Homeland Security finalized a rule this month changing 
how immigration officers determine who qualifies as a “public charge,” or 
someone likely to rely on government assistance including government safety net 
programs like Medicaid and SNAP.

• Under the new rule, immigration officers will have broad latitude to make such 
assessments, “empowering” them to consider “case-specific factors and 
circumstances the officer determines is relevant.” 

• The new rule could have big impacts on people with disabilities who are often 
viewed as less capable and more likely to need help.

• The rule admits that it is likely to lead to people forgoing enrollment or 
disenrolling from public benefits, including many U.S. citizens.

• It will take effect September 18th
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LAST CHANCE: Public comments on CMS ‘prove 
you’re working or exempt’ rule due July 31st 

Experiences you can share in your comments

•Would you or people with disabilities, conditions, illnesses you 
know not fit into a “medically frail” exemption category?

•How would you prove that you could NOT work 80 hours? Especially 
if you can work some.

•Do you have conditions or care needs that make it hard to work?

•Do you have “flare ups” or times you are able to work more or less?

•Do you have multiple conditions that cumulatively impact your 
ability to work?

•Are there too few providers are taking Medicaid patients? 

•Does that mean you must wait or can't find someone to see you?

•How long do you have to wait to get an appointment scheduled?

•How far do you have to go?

•Caregivers, what critical caregiving tasks do you do for loved ones? 
What if not all of them counted as caregiving? 

•Do you think you would be able to get documentation if you needed 
it?

• If someone made an administrative mistake, would it be easy or 
hard to fix?

Deadline July 31, 2026

• Submit public comment

• Survival Coalition public 
comments

• Read Survival Coalition talking 
points on rule

• Read the rule
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Survival Coalition helping to conduct 
statewide survey on special education 
experiences in Wisconsin

• Survival Coalition is helping conduct a statewide survey of 
parents of students with disabilities about their 
experiences with special education in Wisconsin. 

• The survey is intended to help inform schools, legislators, 
and the press about what parents and students with 
disabilities are currently experiencing in schools. 

• Your experiences help tell an important story about how 
the amount of staff support, quality of special education 
and transition services, and how the current way special 
education is funded impacts students, families, and 
schools. 

• Help us reach our goal of 500 responses from across 
Wisconsin by adding your voice.

• Please share this survey widely on social media and e-
mail list servs, and encourage people to take the survey 
and forward it to others.

• We are aiming to close the survey this summer so results 
can be shared in the fall.
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How much (does) our country believes a 
disabled person is worth.

• My wheelchair runs on Medicaid. So does my 
ventilator and the aide who gets me out of bed so I 
can go do my job.

• HR 1 cut a $1 Trillion from Medicaid, the primary 
payer for home care services that people with 
disabilities need. 

• In a law built to find savings, the most expensive 
bodies to keep alive are the most efficient place to 
look. 

• The math suggests that I cost a lot, and the bill was 
written by people looking for things that cost a lot.
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How much (does) our country believes a 
disabled person is worth.

• I've been living in a split screen this year. On one side, 
the best professional run of my life with a show I'm in on 
Hulu premiering today. On the other side, a law that 
quietly went after the exact funding that makes the first 
side possible.

• You can be celebrated on a streaming service and 
defunded by a signature in the same summer. The issue: 
being seen is not the same as being kept alive.

• Visibility is cheap. It costs the country nothing. Care is 
what costs, and care is what was cut.

• America has gotten very good at the gesture of inclusion 
and very comfortable with the substance of 
abandonment. Too often, we perform the first loudly 
enough to drown out the second.
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Elderly and disabled home care program in 
Wisconsin to permanently close

• Effective Oct 31st The Centers for Independence (CFI) 
has announced that it will be permanently closing its 
Milwaukee CFI Home Care program this October.

• MCFI is a nonprofit, certified Medical Assistance Personal 
Care Agency that provides in-home community-based 
services to elderly and disabled groups.

• 38 caregivers will lose their jobs.

• In the letter, corporate leadership determined that the 
current home care operating model is no longer 
financially sustainable. They say ongoing obstacles 
surrounding reimbursement levels, service delivery 
costs, and workforce pressures have grown the 
difficulties of long-term success.
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Elderly and disabled home care program in 
Wisconsin to permanently close

• One grassroots advocate had an effective way to show the 
impact of losing the capacity of 38 care workers.

• The average support care worker serves about 10 individuals 
or provides 40hrs of supportive home care a week (some more, 
some less depending on the client need).

• If each caregiver supports an average of 10 individuals, that's 
potentially 380 people or who could suddenly need to find a 
new caregiver or 1520 hrs a week of supportive home care this 
isn't being received by individuals who rely on it.

• Finding a replacement isn't quick:
• Agency onboarding: 4–12 weeks

• Direct hire onboarding: 8–16 weeks

• Finding a new agency caregiver: 2 months to 2 years

• Finding a new direct-hire caregiver: 2 months –3 years
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Disabled patients face Medicaid denials from 
IT errors

• Deloitte-run systems denied Medicaid to disabled people. 
New prove you’re working/exempt requirements may 
make existing problem first.

• Deloitte is a multibillion-dollar global consulting firm 
that has contract with al least 25 states to build or run 
computer systems that control access to safety net 
benefits such as Medicaid.

• State governments rely on companies such as Deloitte to 
design and operate computer systems that assess 
whether people qualify for Medicaid or SNAP.

• Companies including Deloitte, Accenture, and Optum are 
being paid millions in taxpayer funds to make IT changes 
so states can comply with HR 1.
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Disabled patients face Medicaid denials from 
IT errors

• Existing computer system problems foreshadow trouble as 
states prepare to roll out changes from HR 1 that impact 
what people need to do to get in or stay in state Medicaid 
programs.

• Deloitte-run technology has a history of errors that 
deprive eligible people of benefits, earlier KFF Health 
News investigations have shown.
• Michigan’s IT system has incorrectly directed people with 

disabilities into skimpier benefits that cover limited care or 
denied coverage completely, a KFF Health News investigation 
found.

• Similar problems were found in Texas and prompted a class-
action suit in Tennessee.

• States are under a tight schedule to comply with HR 1 
making it more likely there will be unforeseen errors or 
omissions.
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Doctors ‘Cringe’ at Possibility of Documenting 
Which Medicaid Enrollees Too Sick To Work

• CMS confirmed Medicaid enrollees may need to get documentation from a 
clinician to prove they’re too sick to work and said states would make final 
determinations.

• The administration says states should use available data sources — such as 
medical claims and payment data — before making patients submit proof of 
medical frailty from a provider.

• But deciding whether a patient is too sick to work is a subjective, high-stakes 
decision

• Doctors say they aren’t trained to accurately assess whether someone’s health 
keeps them from working. Many don’t have time to handle another 
administrative task that takes them away from patient care. 

• “When you introduce unnecessary, non-evidence-based, confusing, and 
bureaucratic policies like this into clinical care, it just raises the level of moral 
distress for providers”.

• “If I’m asked, ‘Is this person medically frail?’ What does that even mean?” 
Thornton said. “I don’t know, and I’ve been doing this for 25 years.”
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What Medicaid Work Requirements May Mean for 
People Applying for Supplemental Security Income

• The application for SSI can be a lengthy and complicated process, spanning 
months, if not years, during which time applicants may be at risk of 
uninsurance because they are unable to work. 

• Medicaid can fill coverage gaps during the SSI application period.

• In 2023, 223,000 SSI applicants ages 19 through 64 had Medicaid while they 
were waiting for an SSI determination.

• One in five Medicaid enrollees have a disability, including 43% of adults ages 
50-64, but only one-third of these individuals receive SSI income.

• The new Medicaid prove you’re working or exempt documentation 
requirements and processes could cause some people with disabilities to 
lose Medicaid coverage or be denied Medicaid enrollment while they are 
waiting on their SSI determination. 

• Additionally the SSA process for assessing ability to work may be different 
than what is needed to determine whether a Medicaid participant meets 
the “medically frail” exemption, and could mean the same person could 
have their ability to work evaluated at the same time using two different 
processes and criteria.
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CMS work requirement rule could mean 1.8 million 
more people lose Medicaid above prior projections

• CMS’s prove you’re working/exempt rule is likely to increase how many 
people lose Medicaid more than a plain-language reading of H.R. 1

• Manatt Health estimates that the rule’s approach would increase average 
annual Medicaid coverage losses by 1.8 million people, 
from 6.4 million to 8.2 million between FFY 2027–2034—nearly 1 in 10 
Medicaid enrollees nationwide. 

• The estimate assumes a 40% coverage-loss rate among those subject to 
work requirements, informed largely by New Hampshire’s prior experience 
implementing work requirements. 

• Coverage losses are projected to grow over time—from 2.8 million 
people in FFY 2027 to 9.2 million people by FFY 2034, when the 
requirements are fully implemented.

• In Wisconsin, the report estimates the CMS rule would cause 70,000 people 
lose health care versus 53,000 under the plain language reading.

• Key reasons the coverage loss will be so much higher are gaps in Medical 
frailty exemptions and prohibiting self attestation after 2027
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States sue, courts consider who should be 
considered ‘medically frail’?

• The CMS rule said a diagnosis, even for cancer, isn’t enough to 
claim a “medically frail” exemption from the 80-hour work 
requirement, unless people submit additional proof that they 
physically can’t work. 

• Democratic attorneys general from 25 states and Washington, 
D.C. plan to argue the rule is too because it does not give 
blanket exemptions to people with certain diseases, and its too 
vague, because it doesn’t tell states how to determine who is 
too sick to work. They are asking the judge to block the 
stricter medical frailty policy.

• “This is one of those cases where it’s really hard to overstate 
how dire the consequences could be,” said North Carolina’s 
Democratic attorney general, Jeff Jackson, who has joined the 
lawsuit with other Democratic state officials challenging the 
policy. “You’re going to have 50 states doing 50 different 
things”

• Thursday, the Judge did not block the rule which means states 
must continue to implement as the case continues.
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Medicaid Rule Change Will Cost Counties 

Millions

HIV is left off of Georgia’s ‘medically frail’ list 

for Medicaid work rules

Trump and Democratic states clash in court 

over who’s too sick to work

Judge declines to block strict work rule for 

sick patients on Medicaid
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CMS rule implementing HR 1 Provider Tax provision 
mean big losses of Medicaid money to states 

• Provider taxes let states tax hospital, insurers, nursing home 
and use that tax revenue as part of the state match needed 
to draw down more federal Medicaid dollars.

• Then states return the funding to providers by increasing 
reimbursement rates for the Medicaid patients they care for. 

• HR 1 stops states from starting new provider taxes, increasing 
rates for any existing taxes, and requires expansion states to 
reduce the threshold of taxes that providers can be repaid 
down to 3.5% in 2032. 

• Every state besides Alaska uses one or more of the taxes.

• New limits on provider taxes alone are expected to cause 2.4 
million people to lose Medicaid.
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CMS Moves To Codify Limits On 

Medicaid Provider Taxes
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Governor reverses 4% Kentucky Medicaid 
provider cuts

• An “unanticipated” corporate income tax payment and revenue 
surplus, means that Kentucky Medicaid providers will not suffer a 
4% reimbursement cut August 1st.

• The Governor said $255 million from the taxes and additional 
revenue, will delay any cuts to Medicaid reimbursement through 
this fiscal year, which ends at the end of next June.

• It will also fund slots in Medicaid waivers for Kentuckians with 
intellectual or developmental disabilities who need nursing facility 
or immediate care facility level of care.

• This comes after hundreds of Kentuckians rallied in Frankfort for a 
reversal of the cuts, especially those affecting Medicaid waivers, 
last Friday.

• The Governor said all the financial changes announced Wednesday 
only apply to this fiscal year and said the legislature “absolutely” 
needs to reopen the budget in January and ensure enough funding 
for the next fiscal year.
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https://www.newsfromthestates.com/a

rticle/beshear-reverses-4-kentucky-

medicaid-provider-cuts

https://kentuckylantern.com/2026/07/17/kentuckians-with-disabilities-advocates-say-looming-4-medicaid-cut-is-a-threat/


Faced With Piles Of New Paperwork, People 
Are Losing Food Stamps

• 50% of Arizona SNAP recipients have fallen out of the program.

• Many of the 440,000 Arizonans dropped from SNAP remain 
eligible for help. 

• HR 1 law establishes steep penalties on states that make too 
many mistakes when awarding benefits. 

• To avoid those costs, which are so large that state officials say 
they could end the program, Arizona increased the paperwork 
that applicants must file, even as it cut the staff to review it.

• To avoid errors and the resulting penalties, Arizona quickly 
demanded proof of information it had generally accepted 
without documentation unless there was reason to doubt it.

• It can take months to reach caseworkers, and many of the 
people featured in the article have disabilities, are ill, are old, 
and are single heads of household.
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https://www.nytimes.com/2026/07/20/us/p

olitics/snap-food-stamps-

arizona.html?unlocked_article_code=1.1lA.Q

Os0.UeEk_DnmOwn4&smid=url-share



Faced With Piles Of New Paperwork, People 
Are Losing Food Stamps

• Republicans have cheered the caseload declines. 
“Our massive decrease is caused by the fact that we 
had massive fraud,” John Kavanagh, the State 
Senate majority leader, told a local news outlet.

• Mr. Wisehart, the state official who runs SNAP, said 
the decline “is not an indicator of fraud at all” but a 
reflection of “really burdensome” paperwork 
prompted by federal law. 

• Nationally, enrollment in SNAP has fallen about 10 
percent, with the law still phasing in, the reductions 
are likely to grow.
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https://www.newsfromthestates.com/episode/h

ow-snaps-work-requirements-are-hurting-one-

west-virginia-woman 

Food assistance advocates ask Congress to delay 

GOP megabill shift of SNAP costs to states

Citing a hunger ‘crisis,’ US mayors call for end to 

federal SNAP cuts
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https://secure-web.cisco.com/1ogbjj4cHjvQUoskQloNcOeJOLyOvRSnSx0sVwZq3idzF_CpkJrhpJgdi_NMwAgJfcBe7mK33v5ii6ekyIPN9EIqip-t6_oIoP-XGkllCw3-lCP0g0kXpDzkvms_0V1RDWR2suxf6LO1YD_vrOsgUxig4MRAymKLp5NsH6jyB8XjwhIOgCjYSJzA2Ys5rxmUcL6ZLTTRl_NY5ehEzewyh7UZazx8mWAwFfBgEsZFXlwHIDYa1X9cmrF9VxBNnepTGDl5-3DRAx1Bd5YfcO3L1E-cU0rI4K5ok8JuPmSE35Goh5N8CvsVnHtsmC-ddB-xyEcLnIsgVQ5kkeuBt1rS6uw/https%3A%2F%2Fclick.everyaction.com%2Fk%2F135810760%2F635437225%2F1535622790%3Fnvep%3Dew0KICAiVGVuYW50VXJpIjogIm5ncHZhbjovL3Zhbi9TTldTUi9TTldTUi8xLzEwNTEzMSIsDQogICJEaXN0cmlidXRpb25VbmlxdWVJZCI6ICI5YjcwYmZmMy04ZDg2LWYxMTEtYjMzNy0wMDBkM2ExNTU4Y2UiLA0KICAiRW1haWxBZGRyZXNzIjogInRhbWFyYS5qYWNrc29uQHdpc2NvbnNpbi5nb3YiDQp9%26hmac%3DXbzl7b30irLhpGDkx-usm1SQHdRhl2p2fMMoe7aNVd4%3D%26emci%3Db0c6ef1b-ef85-f111-b337-000d3a1558ce%26emdi%3D9b70bff3-8d86-f111-b337-000d3a1558ce%26ceid%3D37358


What are 
they doing? 
(and not 
doing)

Congress
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US House passes

budget blueprint for

$95B reconciliation

3.0

House passes

Continuing

Resolution to fund

federal government

through Dec. 4th

US House passes 
budget blueprint for 
$95B reconciliation 

3.0

House passes 
Continuing 

Resolution to fund 
federal government 

through Dec. 4th

The House has now 
left for August 

recess.

That means 
legislation that 

needs the House to 
vote on it can’t pass 
until they get back.

The Senate has not 
passed the budget 

blueprint or 
Continuing 
Resolution.

https://secure-web.cisco.com/1PlY30dmzFesldFFOBLtZD3AlkXViIagvvj-33z-yY9_GQO0K5kT1yvOAVoDNX1eSqe44nAQQw-3HtWEzOpcYbxvT5ZXWw6E6wEIqtHZuoiKc1f_opDm2QUCLiErUZ-0eNObVA-OqqRnqKUED8c-0eBPKPY6BCCi8DIi69BExAiq9etQa7kAFc36ZArOab7V3TrDLmh7B_Sg_KOmHuA6ZnksKB2ybSsbxe6n5Lngaey4SOgAv7VQPYItWRAvmhx6GL4YOHK0UPibvy7gif1Co2QY5SXc5dsNR1LDzNpxoH3kbLvKI9ijkQ-mzb85T7LB4idas7HEDTP0pmuAr3yT69A/https%3A%2F%2Fclick.everyaction.com%2Fk%2F135429543%2F634218387%2F-84913654%3Fnvep%3Dew0KICAiVGVuYW50VXJpIjogIm5ncHZhbjovL3Zhbi9TTldTUi9TTldTUi8xLzEwNTEzMSIsDQogICJEaXN0cmlidXRpb25VbmlxdWVJZCI6ICJjMWQ4MzA2YS1kNzgxLWYxMTEtYjMzNy0wMDBkM2ExNTU4Y2UiLA0KICAiRW1haWxBZGRyZXNzIjogInRhbWFyYS5qYWNrc29uQHdpc2NvbnNpbi5nb3YiDQp9%26hmac%3Ddm3HlcQdcs15gvJqokem0qFyBvF8k_y-PUv8UThv9Z4%3D%26emci%3D932a976b-ce81-f111-b337-000d3a1558ce%26emdi%3Dc1d8306a-d781-f111-b337-000d3a1558ce%26ceid%3D37358
https://secure-web.cisco.com/1PlY30dmzFesldFFOBLtZD3AlkXViIagvvj-33z-yY9_GQO0K5kT1yvOAVoDNX1eSqe44nAQQw-3HtWEzOpcYbxvT5ZXWw6E6wEIqtHZuoiKc1f_opDm2QUCLiErUZ-0eNObVA-OqqRnqKUED8c-0eBPKPY6BCCi8DIi69BExAiq9etQa7kAFc36ZArOab7V3TrDLmh7B_Sg_KOmHuA6ZnksKB2ybSsbxe6n5Lngaey4SOgAv7VQPYItWRAvmhx6GL4YOHK0UPibvy7gif1Co2QY5SXc5dsNR1LDzNpxoH3kbLvKI9ijkQ-mzb85T7LB4idas7HEDTP0pmuAr3yT69A/https%3A%2F%2Fclick.everyaction.com%2Fk%2F135429543%2F634218387%2F-84913654%3Fnvep%3Dew0KICAiVGVuYW50VXJpIjogIm5ncHZhbjovL3Zhbi9TTldTUi9TTldTUi8xLzEwNTEzMSIsDQogICJEaXN0cmlidXRpb25VbmlxdWVJZCI6ICJjMWQ4MzA2YS1kNzgxLWYxMTEtYjMzNy0wMDBkM2ExNTU4Y2UiLA0KICAiRW1haWxBZGRyZXNzIjogInRhbWFyYS5qYWNrc29uQHdpc2NvbnNpbi5nb3YiDQp9%26hmac%3Ddm3HlcQdcs15gvJqokem0qFyBvF8k_y-PUv8UThv9Z4%3D%26emci%3D932a976b-ce81-f111-b337-000d3a1558ce%26emdi%3Dc1d8306a-d781-f111-b337-000d3a1558ce%26ceid%3D37358
https://secure-web.cisco.com/1PlY30dmzFesldFFOBLtZD3AlkXViIagvvj-33z-yY9_GQO0K5kT1yvOAVoDNX1eSqe44nAQQw-3HtWEzOpcYbxvT5ZXWw6E6wEIqtHZuoiKc1f_opDm2QUCLiErUZ-0eNObVA-OqqRnqKUED8c-0eBPKPY6BCCi8DIi69BExAiq9etQa7kAFc36ZArOab7V3TrDLmh7B_Sg_KOmHuA6ZnksKB2ybSsbxe6n5Lngaey4SOgAv7VQPYItWRAvmhx6GL4YOHK0UPibvy7gif1Co2QY5SXc5dsNR1LDzNpxoH3kbLvKI9ijkQ-mzb85T7LB4idas7HEDTP0pmuAr3yT69A/https%3A%2F%2Fclick.everyaction.com%2Fk%2F135429543%2F634218387%2F-84913654%3Fnvep%3Dew0KICAiVGVuYW50VXJpIjogIm5ncHZhbjovL3Zhbi9TTldTUi9TTldTUi8xLzEwNTEzMSIsDQogICJEaXN0cmlidXRpb25VbmlxdWVJZCI6ICJjMWQ4MzA2YS1kNzgxLWYxMTEtYjMzNy0wMDBkM2ExNTU4Y2UiLA0KICAiRW1haWxBZGRyZXNzIjogInRhbWFyYS5qYWNrc29uQHdpc2NvbnNpbi5nb3YiDQp9%26hmac%3Ddm3HlcQdcs15gvJqokem0qFyBvF8k_y-PUv8UThv9Z4%3D%26emci%3D932a976b-ce81-f111-b337-000d3a1558ce%26emdi%3Dc1d8306a-d781-f111-b337-000d3a1558ce%26ceid%3D37358
https://secure-web.cisco.com/1PlY30dmzFesldFFOBLtZD3AlkXViIagvvj-33z-yY9_GQO0K5kT1yvOAVoDNX1eSqe44nAQQw-3HtWEzOpcYbxvT5ZXWw6E6wEIqtHZuoiKc1f_opDm2QUCLiErUZ-0eNObVA-OqqRnqKUED8c-0eBPKPY6BCCi8DIi69BExAiq9etQa7kAFc36ZArOab7V3TrDLmh7B_Sg_KOmHuA6ZnksKB2ybSsbxe6n5Lngaey4SOgAv7VQPYItWRAvmhx6GL4YOHK0UPibvy7gif1Co2QY5SXc5dsNR1LDzNpxoH3kbLvKI9ijkQ-mzb85T7LB4idas7HEDTP0pmuAr3yT69A/https%3A%2F%2Fclick.everyaction.com%2Fk%2F135429543%2F634218387%2F-84913654%3Fnvep%3Dew0KICAiVGVuYW50VXJpIjogIm5ncHZhbjovL3Zhbi9TTldTUi9TTldTUi8xLzEwNTEzMSIsDQogICJEaXN0cmlidXRpb25VbmlxdWVJZCI6ICJjMWQ4MzA2YS1kNzgxLWYxMTEtYjMzNy0wMDBkM2ExNTU4Y2UiLA0KICAiRW1haWxBZGRyZXNzIjogInRhbWFyYS5qYWNrc29uQHdpc2NvbnNpbi5nb3YiDQp9%26hmac%3Ddm3HlcQdcs15gvJqokem0qFyBvF8k_y-PUv8UThv9Z4%3D%26emci%3D932a976b-ce81-f111-b337-000d3a1558ce%26emdi%3Dc1d8306a-d781-f111-b337-000d3a1558ce%26ceid%3D37358
https://www.npr.org/2026/07/21/nx-s1-5902245/government-funding-house-vote-continuing-resolution
https://www.npr.org/2026/07/21/nx-s1-5902245/government-funding-house-vote-continuing-resolution
https://www.npr.org/2026/07/21/nx-s1-5902245/government-funding-house-vote-continuing-resolution
https://www.npr.org/2026/07/21/nx-s1-5902245/government-funding-house-vote-continuing-resolution
https://www.npr.org/2026/07/21/nx-s1-5902245/government-funding-house-vote-continuing-resolution
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Senate doing?
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Sen. Ron Johnson Medicaid: The Reality

Considering expanding the scope of Reconciliation bill 3.0. The 
White House wants to broaden what is in the bill. 

Increasing the debt ceiling is being discussed by the Senate, and 
House members are discussing including “fraud-busting provisions” 
after the midterm elections in a reconciliation bill.

Continuing Resolution to fund federal government through Dec. 
12th (a different date than what was passed in the House CR).

Tues Aug. 4th at 10 AM ET: Sen. Budget Committee Hearing, 
chaired by Sen. Ron Johnson “Medicaid: The Reality”. It will focus 
on claims of waste, fraud, and abuse, with witnesses from the 
Paragon Institute and the Foundation for Government 
Accountability.

The Senate is in session next week and then will go on recess. 

https://www.politico.com/news/2026/07/20/ron-johnson-budget-committee-reconciliation-01004362
https://www.budget.senate.gov/hearings/medicaid-the-reality


Here’s some 
scenarios

7/30/2026

• There are plenty of Medicaid cut ideas that the 
administration and Republican legislative leadership 
support. 

• Moderates worried about the upcoming election are 
the reason they are not including them in a 
Reconciliation bill now.

• If the Reconciliation bill does not pass before the 
election, then it's possible to amend that bill in the 
fall after elections. 

• Congress could package some of the ideas on fraud 
waste and abuse and additional Medicaid and 
Medicare cuts into independent legislation in the fall.

• Separate legislation will Medicaid cuts would not be 
able to get 60 votes in the U.S. Senate.

• (Unless the Senate eliminates the filibuster)

• “We’re right now looking at a reconciliation 4.0 to 
do the things that are left out of this one,” 
Majority Leader Steve Scalise said Thursday.
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Congress’s slow summer may mean active fall 55
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Congress is gearing up 
for a summer recess and 
focusing on an election 

cycle.

Expect fraud, waste, 
and abuse to be a major 

topic in campaigns.

There will be some 
hearings, but it’s 

unlikely these hearings 
will result in bills that 

are passed quickly.

The House says it wants 
to pass a Continuing 
Resolution next week  

(that is not the same as 
passing budget bills)

A 3rd Reconciliation bill 
is taking shape. Unclear 
if bill would pass before 
elections. (Reference to 

Reconciliation 4.0)

Congress can wait until 
after the election 
results are known 
before taking any 

actions. 



Let Congress know you are paying attention 56
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Ask Congress if they are 
doing a third 

reconciliation bill and 
what they are going to 
put in it. Will changes 

impact Medicaid, 
Medicare, health 

insurance options, 
voting access?

Ask Congress what they 
will do if the 

administration cuts, 
freezes, claws back, 

fails to send funding for 
programs that impact 

people with disabilities, 
or otherwise ignores 

how Congress has told 
the administration to 

spend money.

Educate your members 
of Congress on what 

Home and Community 
Based Services (Family 

Care, IRIS, CLTS) do and 
mean for people with 

disabilities and families. 
Not fraud, just care.



People with 
disabilities 
and families 
can use

Resources 

57
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Home and Community Based 

Services Impacts Tracker Project
https://hpmmatters.publichealth.gwu.edu/HCBS-impacts-

tracker-project 

This tracker lists verified 
changes to home care 
programs made by states 
through legislative, 
budget, or state agency 
policies.

Participants in Medicaid 
may be the first to know 
about agency changes that 
result in cuts to home 
care.

You can report changes 
and upload documentation 
using a form on the site.

Share this with your 
networks, especially 
friends in other states so 
they know where to go if 
they see HCBS cuts in their 
state.

https://hpmmatters.publichealth.gwu.edu/HCBS-impacts-tracker-project
https://hpmmatters.publichealth.gwu.edu/HCBS-impacts-tracker-project
https://hpmmatters.publichealth.gwu.edu/HCBS-impacts-tracker-project
https://hpmmatters.publichealth.gwu.edu/HCBS-impacts-tracker-project
https://hpmmatters.publichealth.gwu.edu/HCBS-impacts-tracker-project
https://hpmmatters.publichealth.gwu.edu/HCBS-impacts-tracker-project
https://hpmmatters.publichealth.gwu.edu/HCBS-impacts-tracker-project


Tracking how states are 
implementing “prove you’re 
working/exempt” 
requirements

• States will be making different decisions 
that impact whether people will be able 
to prove they are exempt or prove they 
are working enough.

• State data systems, funding, time, and 
available staffing will impact decisions.

• Different states may have different 
priorities when it comes to preventing 
loss of coverage.

• This tracker has a page for each state 
that is tracking major categories of 
decisions and what decisions states have 
made or still need to make.

7/30/2026 59

https://ccf.georgetown.edu/feature/tracking-

implementation-of-h-r-1-medicaid-work-reporting-

requirements/



Disability 
Questions you can 
ask any candidate

https://wi-bpdd.org/wp-

content/uploads/2026/04/DisabilityQuestionsforCa

ndidates_042026.pdf

2026 Governor Candidate Forum

https://wi-bpdd.org/wp-
content/uploads/2026/04/DisabilityQuestionsforCa

ndidates_042026.pdf

Wisconsin Democrat Disability Caucus 
2026 Governor Candidate Forum 
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https://wi-bpdd.org/wp-content/uploads/2026/04/DisabilityQuestionsforCandidates_042026.pdf
https://wi-bpdd.org/wp-content/uploads/2026/04/DisabilityQuestionsforCandidates_042026.pdf
https://wi-bpdd.org/wp-content/uploads/2026/04/DisabilityQuestionsforCandidates_042026.pdf
https://youtu.be/pHaS3W4ziQA?si=nPD0-_IrRQE3nuUy


Tool to help people understand 
what small changes in Medicaid 
could mean for them

Have individuals: 

• List the major parts of their care plan,

• How many paid hours/service the plan currently provides, 

• How much natural supports unpaid caregivers are currently 

doing to make the care plan work. 

Ask them what would happen if:

• The amount of paid caregiver hours was reduced (what 

would it mean if you lost 5 hours? 10 hours? More?)

• The amount of services you currently get was reduced?

• Some of the services you have now would not be in your 

care plan any more.

• Unpaid caregivers could not cover the same hours or 

weren’t able to cover more hours?

https://wi-bpdd.org/wp-

content/uploads/2026/04/BPDD_Worksheet_ImpactCarePlanReductions_042026.pdf 
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https://wi-bpdd.org/wp-content/uploads/2026/04/BPDD_Worksheet_ImpactCarePlanReductions_042026.pdf
https://wi-bpdd.org/wp-content/uploads/2026/04/BPDD_Worksheet_ImpactCarePlanReductions_042026.pdf
https://wi-bpdd.org/wp-content/uploads/2026/04/BPDD_Worksheet_ImpactCarePlanReductions_042026.pdf
https://wi-bpdd.org/wp-content/uploads/2026/04/BPDD_Worksheet_ImpactCarePlanReductions_042026.pdf
https://wi-bpdd.org/wp-content/uploads/2026/04/BPDD_Worksheet_ImpactCarePlanReductions_042026.pdf

	Default Section
	Slide 1: Federal Funding Fallout 2026
	Slide 2: Administration
	Slide 3: Why this U.S. DOJ opinion matters.
	Slide 4: Trump DOJ Memo threatens decades of disability rights protections, tests key Florida rights case
	Slide 5: Trump DOJ Memo threatens decades of disability rights protections, tests key Florida rights case
	Slide 6: Georgia is building first state psychiatric hospital since landmark disability case
	Slide 7: Georgia is building first state psychiatric hospital since landmark disability case
	Slide 8: 100 members of Congress send letter to U.S. DOJ asking agency to rescind memo
	Slide 9: 100 members of Congress send letter to U.S. DOJ asking agency to rescind memo
	Slide 10: Justice Department Deems Major ADA Guidance ‘Not Enforceable’
	Slide 11: Justice Department Deems Major ADA Guidance ‘Not Enforceable’
	Slide 12: Justice Department Deems Major ADA Guidance ‘Not Enforceable’
	Slide 13: Survival Coalition Statement on U.S. DOJ rescinding guidance on ADA, Olmsted
	Slide 14: People with disabilities worried about rights challenges | Opinion.
	Slide 15: People with disabilities worried about rights challenges | Opinion.
	Slide 16: Citing fraud, feds halt more than $1B in Medicaid money for California, Minnesota
	Slide 17: Citing fraud, feds halt more than $1B in Medicaid money for California, Minnesota
	Slide 18: Citing fraud, feds halt more than $1B in Medicaid money for California, Minnesota
	Slide 19: Colorado Medicaid owes federal government at least $8 million for in-home disability care
	Slide 20: Colorado Medicaid owes federal government at least $8 million for in-home disability care
	Slide 21: Facilities forced to terminate immigrant caregivers, worsening caregiver shortage
	Slide 22: DHHS Fighting To Restore ACA Rules That Made It Tougher To Enroll
	Slide 23: ICE shared Medicaid data it wasn't supposed to have with Palantir
	Slide 24: ICE shared Medicaid data it wasn't supposed to have with Palantir
	Slide 25: US judge says Trump administration cannot revoke grants that conflict with its priorities
	Slide 26: US judge says Trump administration cannot revoke grants that conflict with its priorities
	Slide 27: The Only Research Center For Disabled Parents Is Losing Federal Funding
	Slide 28: HHS research agency ends funding for dozens of health studies
	Slide 29: Trump proposal will turn federal grants into a system of political favors, Democrats warn
	Slide 30: Proposed rule seeks to change who counts (and who doesn’t)
	Slide 31: Proposed rule seeks to change who counts (and who doesn’t)
	Slide 32: Proposed rule seeks to change who counts (and who doesn’t)
	Slide 33: Public Charge rule finalized, making it easier to turn away immigrants with disabilities
	Slide 34: LAST CHANCE: Public comments on CMS ‘prove you’re working or exempt’ rule due July 31st 
	Slide 35: Survival Coalition helping to conduct statewide survey on special education experiences in Wisconsin
	Slide 36: Continued coverage of impact of Reconciliation bill 
	Slide 37: How much (does) our country believes a disabled person is worth.
	Slide 38: How much (does) our country believes a disabled person is worth.
	Slide 39: Elderly and disabled home care program in Wisconsin to permanently close
	Slide 40: Elderly and disabled home care program in Wisconsin to permanently close
	Slide 41: Disabled patients face Medicaid denials from IT errors
	Slide 42: Disabled patients face Medicaid denials from IT errors
	Slide 43: Doctors ‘Cringe’ at Possibility of Documenting Which Medicaid Enrollees Too Sick To Work
	Slide 44: What Medicaid Work Requirements May Mean for People Applying for Supplemental Security Income 
	Slide 45: CMS work requirement rule could mean 1.8 million more people lose Medicaid above prior projections
	Slide 46: States sue, courts consider who should be considered ‘medically frail’?
	Slide 47: CMS rule implementing HR 1 Provider Tax provision mean big losses of Medicaid money to states 
	Slide 48: Governor reverses 4% Kentucky Medicaid provider cuts
	Slide 49: Faced With Piles Of New Paperwork, People Are Losing Food Stamps 
	Slide 50: Faced With Piles Of New Paperwork, People Are Losing Food Stamps 
	Slide 51: Congress
	Slide 52: What the House did before summer vacation
	Slide 53: What is the Senate doing?
	Slide 54: Here’s some scenarios
	Slide 55: Congress’s slow summer may mean active fall
	Slide 56: Let Congress know you are paying attention
	Slide 57: Resources 
	Slide 58: Home and Community Based Services Impacts Tracker Project
	Slide 59: Tracking how states are implementing “prove you’re working/exempt” requirements
	Slide 60: Disability Questions you can ask any candidate
	Slide 61: Tool to help people understand what small changes in Medicaid could mean for them


