Today we will talk about:

« State Senate meeting March 17t in last floor vote of the session, what will be on the agenda?

» Congress, Priorities from the Republican policy retreat, a Senate vote on the SAVE Act, House to
hold public hearing on CMS actions to go after Medicaid fraud, 2" reconciliation bill still being
discussed, etc.

» Policy changes the administration is making: Administration wants to put hundreds of Veterans
under guardianship, Al being used to scan veterans' disability claims for suspected fraud, CMS
launches Medicaid fraud search in New York, CMS claims fraud in ACA Marketplace, Autism
meeting cancelled and autism statements made in September had immediate effect on
behavior, HUD proposes rule to let landlords impose work requirements and time limits on
people getting housing assistance.

» Continued coverage of impacts of HR 1. Medicaid cuts proposed in Connecticut, ldaho, impact of
prove your working requirements on California homeless, Florida wants to pass its own Medicaid
work requirements, new SNAP rules impact on New York City, lawsuit challenges limits on what
SNAP participants can buy.
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Wisconsin

We have a
lot to say.
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This week the members of the Majority Party met
(caucused) to decide which of the bills the Assembly has
already passed will be scheduled for a floor vote on
March 17th.

Tuesday March 17t is likely the last Session Day for the
Senate.

That means bills that do not get scheduled for a floor
vote will not become law.

This week in the
Bills that are scheduled for a floor vote would have to

leg]Slatu re pass the Senate and then be signed by the Governor to
become law.

The Senate will decide the fate of several items
important to people with disabilities next week:

FoodShare funding (AB 180)
Letting MAPP participants inherit money without
impacting Medicaid eligibility (AB 253)

Letting hospitals pick decision makers for patients (AB
598)
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State Senate
“To Do” List

Pass AB 180. HR 1 made changes to the SNAP program that means more
paperwork for more people, more work for the state, less federal funding
to run the program, and a potential penalty of up to $205 million in
additional costs if Wisconsin's error rate rises too much. This bill includes
additional state funding needed now to help Wisconsin comply with new
federal requirements.

Pass AL 253, This bill would let working people with disabilities who are in
the state’s Medicaid work incentive program (the Medical Assistance
Purchase Plan or MAPP) inherit money without losing Medicaid eligibility.

State Senator
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https://legis.wisconsin.gov/
https://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/2025/proposals/ab253

State Senate
“Please
Don’t” list

AB 598 would let hospitals pick a decision maker from
a statutory list called a Patient’s Representative. That
person gets broad authority over the person and their
money, where they live, and their medical care,
without court oversight. Patient advocates have
raised significant concerns and believe the bill will
put patients at risk of exploitation and abuse or

resolve any of the practical issues that the bill creates;

amendments to the bill raise

State Senator
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https://legis.wisconsin.gov/
https://gwaar.org/api/cms/viewFile/id/2008801
https://wi-bpdd.org/wp-content/uploads/2026/02/PatientRepSB578_LegislativeMemoSubAmendment_022326.pdf

AB 180: FoodShare
funding attached to
bill that makes
changes to what
people on
FoodShare can buy

The Assembly amended to include most of the funding and
positions DHS needs to meet new federal requirements that were
included in HR 1.

AB 180 also tells DHS they must ask the federal U.S. Dept. of
Agriculture for permission (a waiver) so that people who use
FoodShare could not use FoodShare to buy candy or soft drinks. Some

other states already have waivers that restrict what people can buy
with SNAP.

» The policy in AB 180 that limits what people can buy with FoodShare sets up
different standards for what people can choose to eat based on how they can pay
for food items.

« It can be hard for people to know what they can and cannot buy and systems must
be built to help retailers know what products are ok or restricted for customers who
use FoodShare to pay.

However, the FoodShare funding included in the bill is needed now to
make sure the state can avoid mistakes that could mean much higher
costs and so FoodShare dollars can continue to support people who
need help to buy food and the businesses that sell people food.

The state Senate needs to pass AB 180 so FoodShare can get the
money it needs.
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https://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/2025/proposals/ab180

AB 598:
Concerns about
bill that lets
hospitals pick
decision makers

Wisconsin has deliberately designed its statutes and regulations to safeguard the
rights of individuals; this bill bypasses those protections.

The Patient’s Representative gets broad authority over the person and their money,
where they live, and their medical care, without court oversight.

The Patient Representative's authority continues indefinitely.

The bill does not say the patient has to be re-evaluated to see if they can make
their own medical decisions.

It is unclear how the financial powers granted to the Patient Representative
interact when there are other people with the same decision making authority or
are equal owners of money/assets.

Courts do not have adequate oversight authority to prevent or respond to abuse,
and cannot remove Patient Representatives.

If a Patient Representative no longer wants the role or becomes unable to do
it (becomes incapacitated, dies, etc.) the bill does not say what happens.

While the bill expires in three years, there not enough data being collected to
evaluate the impact of the law on patients and families.

AB 598 is broader, and grants much more expansive powers than any other state’s
Next of Kin laws.
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Survival Coalition: Disability Advocacy Day is
March 19th

» For those of you who are coming, we will see you there!

* If you are coming, we will know what the State Senate has/has not done
on their last session day.

* You will know before the meeting whether AB 180, AB 253, and AB 598 have
passed the Senate.

» It’s important to give lawmakers constituent feedback and let them know you are
watching how they vote on issues you care about.

* You may be able to say thank you for passing proposals you think help people
with disabilities

» You may express disappointment if bills have passed that you don’t think help
people with disabilities.

- If you can’t come to Disability Advocacy Day, the following slides are the
main messages Survival Coalition wants to send to lawmakers, and you
can contact your lawmakers with your experience.
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@ ?{'};‘;::;L CAREGIVER STATISTICS

In a typical week ...

Almost 60% of unpaid caregivers are 10% are providing as much care 31% of caregivers are providing care
providing as much or more care hours as a full time job. more than 60 hours per week.
than a half-time job.

&

Half-time Overtime
20+ hours per week More than 60 hours per week

® O & & o
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31% of people say they go without care when paid workers can’t make shifts.
® 6 & & & & & o o o
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More than 63% say when they can't hire workers or when paid workers can’t make
a shift, family members fill in the gaps.




e Unpaid family caregivers are
relied on to provide daily care
needs and fill in gaps when paid
workers don’t show up or there
are no workers available to hire.

e Unpaid caregivers are aging. They
cannot provide the same amount
of care forever.



e Not everyone who needs care has
family to rely on for care ‘back
up.’ People should not be forced
to move into Medicaid funded
institutional settings because
Family Care, IRIS, and CLTS
doesn’t have enough workers to
meet people’s needs.



e Unpaid caregivers are working
less than they want or leaving the
workforce to provide the care
that keeps older adults and
people with disabilities out of
nursing homes and other high-
cost institutional settings.






Wisconsin is at least S500M short of what is

needed to do what we are doing now.

$70 M requested to for
SNAP to meet new federal
requirements from HR1

$369 M shortfall for
where
revenue from fees helps
fund programs.

$140 M shortfall in what
was promised for special ed
for year one. (Shortfall for
year 2 of budget is not
known yet).

noting higher
tax revenue than expected,
but also uncertainty that a
CMS interpretation could
result in a $792 M Medicaid
shortfall.

14

$11 M shortfall for DVR,
waiting list imposed.

annowns that could be

budget busters: state
reinsurance fund (ACA
Marketplace), removing
caps from school voucher
programs.

Wisconsin Medicaid projects
$213 M deficit by June 30,
2027.

QJts or elimination of

federal grants that have
supported state, county,
and local programs may
create new budget holes or
funding gaps.
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https://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/misc/lfb/misc/129_plans_for_unsupported_overdraft_appropriations_2024_25_1_12_26
https://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/misc/lfb/misc/129_plans_for_unsupported_overdraft_appropriations_2024_25_1_12_26
https://wheeler-files.s3.amazonaws.com/upload/files/frontpage/doc_14000581376969587f4fb0f9.63765391.pdf
https://wheeler-files.s3.amazonaws.com/upload/files/frontpage/doc_14000581376969587f4fb0f9.63765391.pdf
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Buckle up: 2026 is going to be a big year to

make sure disability issues are priority issues 15

HR 1: States must start November 3 Election
communicating with Day-
Medicaid recipients New Governor hires
. : State: State Senate i about new work staff, makes agency
State Leglslatdqre. Bills expected to end its HR1: CMS Med1cq1(§j work requirements. appointments, starts
gy session. requ1r((ejmecrlll'§ S Federal: Sept 30 end of drafting 2027-29 state
Congress: Federal 2026 March 19t Survival o federal fiscal year 2026 budget. Policy direction
budget, CR or gov’t Coalition Disability Congress: begins 2027 (will FFY 2027 budget could change or HR 1 Medicaid work
shutdown Advocacy Day fed. Budget bill process. be in place?) continue. requirements start.
@) @) @) @) @) @)
January Feb March May June August September October November December Jan. 2027
@) @) @) @) @)
State: Assembly finished State: Deadline for State: August 11th HR1: Federal funding for State legislature: picks
2-year session early so people running for primary election, states to run SNAP leaders for next session,
current members can office to file paperwork. determines who choices reduced. decides on rules, assigns
shift to campaigning. Voters will decide on ballot are in members to
Governor, 2 state November. committees.

Senate, all state
Assembly, and all U.S.
Congressional Reps
races.

President releases
budget proposal.
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2027 is when states feel impact of federal
funding cuts.

New legislators
seated. What do they
know about disability?

What are their

disability values? Do

16

Joint Finance
Committee decides
whether to start with

h e Governor’s budget or Joint Finance makes
t 3’1’55&%?;% write their own. Holds decisions on what to
. . >y a4 briefings on budget fund/cgt&n the state State legislators start
L Stated ) Survival Coalition udget. deciding whether they
introduce Disability Advocacy President releases Federal 2028 budget State fall legislative want to run for
New Congress seated. Day budget proposal. process moves session another term.
@) @) @) @) @) @)
NELIEY Feb March April May June August September October November  December  Jan. 2028
@) @) @) @) @) @)
Governor gives Joint Finance holds June 30t deadline to Federal: Sept 30 end Last opportunity to
Legislature Executive briefings, typically pass state budget. of federal fiscal year pass state legislation
budget proposal. does budget hearings Congress: begins 2028 2026 (will FFY 2028 (members want to end
Revenue and federal around the state. fed E;udget bill budget be in place?) regular business Feb-
funding reductions 'process March to give more
will impact decisions : time to campaign for
on increasing, re-election)

reducing or
eliminating funding
for programs.



Congress

17

What are
they doing?
(and not
doing)
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President uses
Republican
policy retreat to
demand passage
of SAVE Act

Monday Trump told lawmakers won’t sigh any other
legislation unless the Senate passes the SAVE voting act
bill

Trump said he wants more changes to the voting bill,
including a near total mail-voting ban.

He said the sweeping GOP elections overhaul bill — with
the additional changes he wants— should be their “No. 1
priority.”

The House majority leader did not commit to passing the
elections overhaul through the House a third time with
the changes Trump wants.

Several Republican senators said they don’t like the idea
of limiting mail-in ballots, and said their own states
successfully use mail-in voting.
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Senate to hold vote on SAVE act 19

Senate Republican leaders will bring the SAVE act to the floor next
week and are planning for that could stretch beyond
next week.

Their tactics could include scheduling overnight sessions, and
challenging Democrats to stay on the floor to prevent any
Republican from calling a final vote on the SAVE America Act.

This is not “talking filibuster” that many conservatives pushed for.

Leaders are expected to end debate at some point by setting up
a60-vote threshold to bring the SAVE act to a final vote (and
guaranteeing its failure).



https://url4027.email.politico.com/ss/c/u001.6g0Zd3AyneOViJYBXgbV65ZWHEH5gWGSDKLrcKzwr3-ILU6D1QJpKqGyigPEUbZIEdtC52FdPKNVWNjJQNi2lmi8pTVOA0exfpp4v-gGoDfyye52eGHz9u5XaFkX3Ob3_P2jHkw_uDwaCqir-e4LjeL-wf3JO3_Vq0f1jFnfPVK146jUP4gJkPsEfVlrKY_GV5o3VBnfCB4jqOiECJVwoodJmV3kZ5v6JotV3LowNVc-4O_PWxDFoUqhQ_TYrw0hqRkO7Fd2z93UnZlN5FAWsA/4ov/r47IeFumRAqfpp6xrfxwxg/h10/h001.iv8_2vEGrWpxrxVdyRO5p8dOm_4PTxw3eebBgNkB-bo

A second reconciliation bill is still being considered, but there is not
agreement about what the bill should include.

House Republicans discussed plans for a second party-line megabill at this
week’s policy retreat. Now Senators are starting to pitch their ideas about
what a bill could include.

W] l l 2 nd Sen. Joni Ernst Wednesday to Johnson and House Budget

Chair Jodey Arrington pitching $93.5 billion in cuts that could be included in

Reco n C'i l'i at'i On a reconciliation bill.
bill be
resurrected?

Sen. John Kennedy floated passing the SAVE America Act through
reconciliation Monday, despite the lack of a clear budget connection.

Watchers see these proposals as evidence that Republicans starting to test
what could be in a second megabill. With a slim majority in the House it is
unclear if Republicans would be able to pass the bill with only Republican
votes.
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https://url4027.email.politico.com/ss/c/u001.6g0Zd3AyneOViJYBXgbV65ZWHEH5gWGSDKLrcKzwr38uvjrKo4TlgGV6p2SSlqiSYVz5ky--xiMRjO4Rq1U8W6ee-KB3nVuQYTYCPlfHkGHD5cRytsDXrYRzhtazqcsX2r-QDqvhSNdqmt8bI5Li3lUCheyVtlFDkF3hlHzD25oYlX-ksaNpr1Q7Lp6fo63O9s71QAT_Pip7hEuOmH4zIF8bT7weOGsDcaZ7qYQXiODEbsIT7XIOOIOSIcpXcLZ4/4ov/r47IeFumRAqfpp6xrfxwxg/h14/h001.Gk5a8c7R6qlFWEq8Qli7uvwXP_6xMkBQZ2R4fLHyhXk
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House holding March 17t hearing on CMS

actions to go after Medicaid & Medicare fraud 21

« The House Energy and Commerce committee (which has
jurisdiction over Medicare and Medicaid) has scheduled a

O&l Hea “;" he Role of CMS in Com n:l!!.'g‘), edicare and 4
HOUSE COMMITTEE ON

hearing for March 17t at 1 PM CST. (You can watch on
YouTube) D

» Last month a subcommittee heard testimony from the CMS 0&l SUBCOMMITTEE
director on programs “particularly vulnerable to fraud”. HEARING

Watchon (&3 Youlube

 Services identified in the Paragon Report (HCBS, Personal
and Home health care, ABA, NEMT, Mental Health/SUD)
were flagged for the committee.

* The House committee sent letters to 10 more states asking
for information about certain Medicaid services and fraud:

b ) b ) )
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https://secure-web.cisco.com/15x0dbk8KgmF3VQ755mRmLW49iQdwog2VTOYg7j9MxfU7gBdqBA3CSsIRScGNS4TO_KbjqFW9SnmcuR-7QVztOLRm5eIYUm1l1WXrE5WNFlCI8HOF_ECyEok-_80uCSIEPKN8IbW1uqUbdCU7gfO_d57N8_dWaV8QF1c7EWTcoRiUloMG9q_8MElaFiE3qlrrUtGfWySpVPTx-zQIpJik_xhEbQEFezW7pRLosyv7mwC8rkhxAvhutA0scIzgCDJmmbHtW-FrJXjMolJ6rdiSBhhhLt8nixLmgnGrFVxEkR2B3djYKeTAY5ki6cbm9GDOLq44GwYxohEcdPc6K9UQsg/https%3A%2F%2Fd1dth6e84htgma.cloudfront.net%2F3_3_2026_Letter_to_CA_on_Medicaid_Fraud_abeaf386b0.pdf
https://secure-web.cisco.com/13_ImlNJNRI-kPEcff59OtpuSOz5DxCiE95tMjNlm3gVCsqRc-a-9IiA-NsLPxEizLWsBBtJCSxCToeNY8GXCHsU2NGDBN2NRgp9HOcuPyOgXIiImjC4U-1ZKBbR2RUSd8fvcwNRtO89J9T8ErOyB34SzFF8dYOg2FZXCi1cdSmjD2eqWOT8g7431UGQNqWqTXeEmcrn5c6keCEZPugcPTZAMB3IlMYpYhdKCDLLYHC9w_txIdj1LeoByO2jRGjM9D3U11jsaWXr5k35QJE-9oSyEkiVkB1Wp9H5vSya6aXQsVunA7g1HYoYgKI9puq4rBsmYZWcV2Shs1KlXhDWl7g/https%3A%2F%2Fd1dth6e84htgma.cloudfront.net%2F3_3_2026_Letter_to_CO_on_Medicaid_Fraud_62fa04e92a.pdf
https://secure-web.cisco.com/1ujkMvYLmEQgRlp_OdgSwQvP4f6Jv9eSNmhj-ByFvpFGfJq2CtUlozr7a2kQOEPI3eFSAX2eg-4F56zm3G7w6yoQpMaH-VabAFkvAyop0162qW-gHDVdb6G38VabvEztE-gkP_aOcr5KbhfHvN0WSEDgaCIdCWwwHjV7ZoTclLuPNH7sutiFmkGLJDd9NZn5iL5TUtcI_HVJb_HPBO94UJtLNUxTXSIlCS1V3P4OvJp435UoqjhjsSeDxlP3u4S1HOFRaCuUzup4zeNLywEUnfkyznqrjsACeO-QpLO1bvDCVxc_Gx_iobPepP0di9gQQ5Ngthj-Mh6umKk_bvJrADg/https%3A%2F%2Fd1dth6e84htgma.cloudfront.net%2F3_3_2026_Letter_to_MA_on_Medicaid_Fraud_3f5e2813a0.pdf
https://secure-web.cisco.com/10m2dkVTnecznJfHB09RAnTc1EUsf-dOArA_LOL8nvkx22WhVKTD7TRCH9rFNLdtPxXjnz5XSJja4V9WsZ_ni7ZbFFNk0dSg6uv2OSTxAqEARRvqB511ashVAmOYJ0zLaSlNk04pajELNJXn5W-5HRxPHRhDoTjPIIFXF6IKlRWgxE6zlgYplsWgCMl8rmKbOSRSJ6Wafg5S83f1bwzr-cQchgUZw9PGF8rY7Kf8N6h-LzlWBj-aZmAnVz8yDDujRi48tbP2GsQ35vg7m2m2mHwhVpSj0M0wKlGW_hRg3zeatZS_87hJ7bUQARRJFQiSsXdr4H0HOHwSWnLijOVmsnQ/https%3A%2F%2Fd1dth6e84htgma.cloudfront.net%2F3_3_2026_Letter_to_ME_on_Medicaid_Fraud_af3db210a3.pdf
https://secure-web.cisco.com/1pSet60u7VtScyb0vYZX0R0WNduxQPD4fn5AodZO3F4I5Fg3nJed9p2mPHASHnkXbD5KxhUwsg2X-tZ88WDUHz4J5xv5XoKEPNrphgm8aejn8YNGJEwUYDw4lXgcIc9-9TXQ1TnrRGUk3qPbH-Nn7jGLdzk4Gt5oKVDp4tcnvjYCI2y73gNqokdHGHGsE6lSsC2X8TvEk3bF-sAM0k9ZM-5bSO5zHOmpHvxjwI4WNb56WJaoE1qcv6qFKNf71l3ZuX9dDpLQxjwRqvjhm1UgvN8ky8td-ymCpntYZYw1GQew7o2Mogu2Kq3LvJG370uE_75bz4EdU4znaCSTbjIkUwQ/https%3A%2F%2Fd1dth6e84htgma.cloudfront.net%2F3_3_2026_Letter_to_NE_on_Medicaid_Fraud_c647f83345.pdf
https://secure-web.cisco.com/1Reml-rS8bFVOUcOGAooYMEtHgsac1UEYwoGTPUIPno4JxJVq5P65-PaMlYvilYWIhWqBZsyfnDXWnI7WQR7bkZ9uzLkcMUfRIdmExTnTXZh1ep_KAtxPYUhixV-dKggKKu9W-jZCkfIcT1q6qqXOVyB6FY4FqtQNzKeeSVJXwIF8xG9NYD4qtO-beIMAdEufoQ3_QG-k9iKjlkr3QnQL5S2PUaKrlWerTKERI0Lgy1OYLxors8hflcCRlf1J68smBw-5IbsZeFCh3gvQm6dUm2dZdHrp3ZnqH67uEKJvAKUquUs1Z4Q6vbtP0QurpDDv0gKISSjQxa0JHEZ3DniO6A/https%3A%2F%2Fd1dth6e84htgma.cloudfront.net%2F3_3_2026_Letter_to_NY_on_Medicaid_Fraud_07720efcf3.pdf
https://secure-web.cisco.com/1Reml-rS8bFVOUcOGAooYMEtHgsac1UEYwoGTPUIPno4JxJVq5P65-PaMlYvilYWIhWqBZsyfnDXWnI7WQR7bkZ9uzLkcMUfRIdmExTnTXZh1ep_KAtxPYUhixV-dKggKKu9W-jZCkfIcT1q6qqXOVyB6FY4FqtQNzKeeSVJXwIF8xG9NYD4qtO-beIMAdEufoQ3_QG-k9iKjlkr3QnQL5S2PUaKrlWerTKERI0Lgy1OYLxors8hflcCRlf1J68smBw-5IbsZeFCh3gvQm6dUm2dZdHrp3ZnqH67uEKJvAKUquUs1Z4Q6vbtP0QurpDDv0gKISSjQxa0JHEZ3DniO6A/https%3A%2F%2Fd1dth6e84htgma.cloudfront.net%2F3_3_2026_Letter_to_NY_on_Medicaid_Fraud_07720efcf3.pdf
https://secure-web.cisco.com/1FcPcVYVbUcWz881F6IGIsXVltmxZEZy_xt2WTLEujNJ6S4TZMbo3tcCg1V53NL-Dmb3Rs-gQz2Cbi91Yhzdruf3VwutWlAAyWRVX5g48zPXWcj_Z8Qt2sykH14wzDk6lNs9SwqMnnylpiGz10CKSRN7HR1TZ56QtzgQX7ViUnKc8BVIPs5_c4HynAjmUxfe71gbOXB_4nB2sbnfHRQRF_yIXANTGTqz7RSowUsov2TTxdiPNEauT_Bti173QV4ezWD958rGs0aOC4hFxLRmzOyIeTw1I9VGsRhWWK4bzlSTXLvHBeD6ipqSRj6vRL6FhW9lFogyiGcd4005uRd4MRg/https%3A%2F%2Fd1dth6e84htgma.cloudfront.net%2F3_3_2026_Letter_to_OR_on_Medicaid_Fraud_2b9c47cbd3.pdf
https://secure-web.cisco.com/1c342mHYraDrSJjV1rraIB768n0G1R2BD-A8iiRsPvDdSfUCNzmdFLcvK37636TwWZQjiQ1SfujsfNdO6lcUzCPpo0aCjNOS9990ry1S9jjvzVsekgYrAEHzBNftxVhmsAgsFRmrW0T5d_fIxZ6KxrPeZj_gl-Z8dDpJSDBAplBCDJ1OItubdw3p-AugtLPsqehZiwoiHi9NZ_o5Xt-uoAUBt9XlIN6dCVUcKG7csGPhx_-I48Nt8hNCsc0Q0UOjhZoIogQOJRZgweQhPo-4rm0oecn3P5rXoeNnz3xSK4QwMhn15gLdVhxijfjA71ZD_o6Bg2-AZvXGZ9CcWWgANGQ/https%3A%2F%2Fd1dth6e84htgma.cloudfront.net%2F3_3_2026_Letter_to_PA_on_Medicaid_Fraud_1fb42e1f61.pdf
https://secure-web.cisco.com/1o_qgAsl07fI6lhplVwM71uj71VGaCHryKdgOGyl_MUO-ECntFQc-tm2e2fdzzUzeseZXwcZMrBRZvB5_FtSRuLK0i2TGIZgqUoS-friropF5U7ZnOn7MU3vfkhDQjhnEOKzO2SJ-2vdLnV6YdKL1ezw3FEA7QUL2yUDT8cgYXJlSuqlSvSwHM4tPn7VotMy-6-yvZd7mfOH0CfzLh5mPTEntTkQZ5tKbIwqQf3RlohEg-OYOwKSsoxGFoa9LV9trxl8NP34vFZFtu8uR4a8Oj6Dr93MHoVddxwUbrU9itgG2D1guLJrWoH4PY7ebm5h2pQ6Y552r2bl_N0LsjeygmA/https%3A%2F%2Fd1dth6e84htgma.cloudfront.net%2F3_3_2026_Letter_to_VT_on_Medicaid_Fraud_4bb817b97c.pdf
https://secure-web.cisco.com/1x0JWwcpXuKMoi_jrGDtEPThMqdlw-YSbkMfG4c6SrGPnaWDTSoKB4ePmjUUWx5kFDG58SDMewmL1dnbnG19INkI-SscfigAB937kqaLH52tGAsWzeyeJkdJHdUXuGVFWiTrT-kxyXsEdF_d41nyUUUAQ5CMF6q42QnTBEn7dmpH8uxtIGLlYnQ4yl-MLY_Egs9Pk6t739gPkEViF_t8QveCbqc30fq8i_oxWtBF_R5u_dkwLIVMr6wKEMxHYq24VdXLUsOpa5-2yKQy_vWc4VQDdH59EZXBKAzmldjgnWk7ORpmgSFDA67ZSMo7breHlIOFlh7LDsWOaHhJDJamg_A/https%3A%2F%2Fd1dth6e84htgma.cloudfront.net%2F3_3_2026_Letter_to_WA_on_Medicaid_Fraud_8aa8b7529f.pdf

The partial shutdown of the Dept. of Homeland Security
continues.

The President’s budget is rumored to be coming out in
late April.

Meanwhile...

The federal 2027 appropriations process is starting.

e Sen. Baldwin is on appropriations committee and is
soliciting ideas through March 2026 on funding levels
for federal programs

e You can submit 2027 appropriation requests:

3/12/2026 22


https://www.baldwin.senate.gov/help/appropriations
https://www.baldwin.senate.gov/help/appropriations
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Trump Admin Aims To Move Hundreds Of
Veterans Into Guardianship

« Wednesday the Trump administration announced a new effort to initiate legal
guardianships for hundreds of veterans, including some who are homeless or
“at risk of homelessness,” that could be used to force more of them into
involuntary or institutional care.
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 The Justice Department would give officials at the Veterans Affairs | i 5
Department new authority to initiate guardianship proceedings in state T Sehalaly ot T
courts for veterans who have no family and are “unable to make their own TR - '
health care dec-ls-lons ”» V.A. Begins Drive to Put Some Homeless Veterans Into

Guardianship

« |f a state court determines that a veteran is incapable of making health care
decisions, it would appoint a third-party guardian not employed by the V.A

« The initiative comes amid a push by the Trump administration to compel
more homeless people into institutional treatment for mental illness and
drug addiction.

* In July Trump issued an executive order that called on agencies to use civil
commitment to move homeless people into “long-term institutional
settings.”



https://www.whitehouse.gov/presidential-actions/2025/07/ending-crime-and-disorder-on-americas-streets/

3/12/2026

Trump Admin Aims To Move Hundreds Of
Veterans Into Guardianship

« The primary focus of the current effort is not homeless veterans, but
a group of around 700 veterans who are currently in V.A. facilities and
have no family or legal representation to help them transition to a
new setting.
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+ “These veterans are literally already stuck in institutions that may
not be the most appropriate setting for them,”

» Jennifer Mathis, the deputy director of the Bazelon Center for Mental
Health Law, said she believed that V.A. officials “are seeking to have \G'm«;g;:;ivﬁvem Put Some Homeless Veterans Into
people placed under guardianship so they can have a person i
appointed who will force them into congregate or institutional
settings when there isn’t anything else available.”

 |If there are veterans “sitting in V.A. hospitals” unable to be
discharged, as the V.A. says, she said, it is “almost certainly” because
there are long waits for intensive community services or independent
housing.
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Veterans Administration Plans To Scan A
Million Veterans Claims For Signs Of Fraud

» The Department of Veterans Affairs plans to launch an automated -W
fraud-detection tool to scan more than a million disability benefits / 7 7
questionnaires for evidence of fabrication or other problems that Y ,
could force a new medical exam and impact compensation. 7 \’/ 4
* The tool will quickly review submitted questionnaires that document " » /
medical evidence to determine a disability rating and monthly /:
com pensation / 3:!;22;?20 scan a million veterans claims for signs of fraud

* The Al tool is looking for signs that medical evidence was exaggerated
or invented. It flags records that list a medical or other examiner
with an address more than 100 miles from the veterans’ home.

» Some veterans are raising questions about the effectiveness of an
automated tool for uncovering fraud and are worried that disability
ratings (and benefits) could be changed based on suspicion alone.



Trump Administration Launches Medicaid

Fraud Probe In New York

» Tuesday CMS Administrator Dr. Mehmet Oz announced concerning
trends in New York’s Medicaid program and demanded state officials

provide details about their handling of fraud, waste and abuse within

30 days or risk deferred payments.

* |In a letter to New York Governor, Oz wrote that the state’s spending
levels combined with “serious concerns” about its oversight of
certain Medicaid services demand “immediate investigation,
corrective action and enhanced transparency.”

* The letter flagged the high proportion of New York’s Medicaid
beneficiaries receiving personal care services related to daily living
activities like bathing, grooming and meal preparation.

« The New York investigation comes less than a week after CMS halted
Medicaid payments to Minnesota.

3/12/2026
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APNEWS.COM
Trump administration widens its anti-fraud efforts with a
Medicaid probe in New York


https://apnews.com/article/oz-hhs-cms-kennedy-health-medicare-medicaid-ef02cafd3100a4794d8e882fdf2ad7b0
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CMS Administrator says ACA Marketplace
enrollment may be “too high”

» CMS Director Oz, the Trump administration’s top official
overseeing the Affordable Care Act, claims that millions of
people may be fraudulently enrolled or eligible for other types
of coverage.

» About 23 million people signed up for ACA coverage during this year’s

open enrollment period @
« That’s roughly 1.2 million to 1.3 million fewer sign-ups than last year. NECNEWS COM

Dr. Oz says Obamacare enroliment may be ‘too high’

« Changes in HR 1, the expired ACA subsidies, and other administrative
rule changes were all projected to result in people dropping out of
the Marketplace.

» Experts expect another drop in April as people who cannot afford to
pay their premiums exhaust payment grace periods.

» 0Oz said some people enrolled in ACA plans should not be there
and expects enrollment to fall further — to around 19 million.
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CMS Administrator says ACA Marketplace
enrollment may be “too high”

* Oz believes some of ACA’s enrollment may stem from
fraud in the sign-up process, as well as cases where
people were enrolled by mistake, were signed up for
duplicate coverage or received tax credits they didn’t
qualify for. Others, he said, may qualify for Medicaid
or could obtain insurance through a job but instead |
choose ACA plans.

 Last year, the administration said 4 million to 5 million
people were “improperly” enrolled in subsidized ACA
coverage citing the Paragon Health Institute

* A KFF health policy experts says the scale of fraud is
much smaller; a few hundred thousand cases not
millions.



https://www.cms.gov/newsroom/press-releases/cms-takes-aim-reduce-improper-enrollments-and-promote-more-affordable-health-insurance-marketplaces
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Tylenol Use By Pregnant Women In ERs
Dropped After Trump Autism Warning

« Although Doctors and scientists quickly said the data didn't
support the president’s claim that Tylenol use is correlated
with autism, emergency room orders for Tylenol for pregnant
ptatgents v‘\c/ent down 10% in the months following the
statement.

« There was no change in orders for women who weren't
pregnant.

* "It happened overnight,” says Dr. Jeremy Faust, an _ _
emergency phyS]C]an. ¢ The pres.ldent-s WOFdS --had an ‘l:,raerg;‘ri\:;twomenm ERs took less Tylenol after Trump autism
immediaté impact on how much Tylenol or acetaminophen
was being ordered in emergency departments.”

* It's not clear from the study whether patients declined to
take Tylenol or doctors prescribed it less or both.

» "Words matter,” he says. "And when they come from someone
with as big an audience as the president of the United
States, they can change prescriber and patient behavior.”



https://www.npr.org/2025/09/24/nx-s1-5522134/autism-tylenol-trump-research-pain-pregnacy
https://www.npr.org/2025/09/24/nx-s1-5522134/autism-tylenol-trump-research-pain-pregnacy
https://physiciandirectory.brighamandwomens.org/details/13177/jeremy-faust-emergency_medicine-boston
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Federal Autism Panel Cancels Meeting
Without Explanation

* The U.S. Department of Health and Human Services canceled a
meeting of the Interagency Autism Coordinating Committee |IACC)
that had been planned for March 19th

* The group has not met in over a year and is responsible for helping
direct nearly $2 B in federal autism funding.

» Mandated under the Autism CARES Act, the IACC is designed to
bring together government officials and members of the autism e e Pl Caoh o Wl ast Eromartn
community to advise the secretary of health and human services
and coordinate federal activities related to the developmental
disability.

 In January, Secretary Kennedy appointed a new slate of 21
members, including several known for promoting the discredited
idea that autism is linked to vaccines or who advocated for
treatments that lack evidence.



https://www.disabilityscoop.com/2025/01/06/congress-authorizes-nearly-2-billion-for-autism/31233/
https://www.disabilityscoop.com/2026/01/29/rfk-jr-overhauls-federal-autism-panel/31835/
https://www.disabilityscoop.com/2026/01/29/rfk-jr-overhauls-federal-autism-panel/31835/

3/12/2026

HUD Releases Proposed Rule on Work

Requirements and Time Limits 32

» The Department of Housing and Urban Development (HUD)
published a proposed rule that would allow Public Housing
Authorities (PHAs) and HUD-assisted owners would be able to
impose work requirements of up to 40 hours per week and time Work Requirements and Time Limits in Rental Assistance
limits as short as two years. e e

PROJECT

» Older adults age 62 and over and people with disabilities would
generally be exempt from these restrictions.

» Regardless of exemptions, HUD’s proposal would take away housing
assistance from older adults and people with disabilities.

« Older adults age 50-61 would be subject to work requirements and
time limits, and older and disabled people who may be exempt
could still lose assistance due to administrative barriers and red
tape.

« Comments on the proposed rule are due May 1, 2026. (

)


https://secure-web.cisco.com/1dSppL65Oh2YFB5nGLAc2gRIaOoDJo_Z8Gcrb0P2yeaOpJfN_ESWJlvppkNZFhL4mte9ddFVdiUVvwyNHqfTXOmBEZDhpKDeGkd9nUV2KXChcd5sa0i-dCT8ik_fFYC6USahuDF5PPuAjSS5PxQZdHUvwTjxxAJZpX--S8ZrAvdc2vjiqCnnCkVlCFPHeZvY1KcIp30g2fBmQRGMgJQgOO1m_ees8blPiGg5hxNrsctVit1mAZCwj2CqzsgzRDF4KRaVxXJHcR9-dsV42Ee4cckoaKwWE51FLAEfAtQFefnJV0GIUF0QPo0fOhgT3wTaNcz9lRsYwjMBp9zC6TeNox8e19SnuPwHVD1QchZJiVXc/https%3A%2F%2Fjusticeinaging.us10.list-manage.com%2Ftrack%2Fclick%3Fu%3D727c211cf7b5afb21ea9dada3%26id%3D151be8ef5c%26e%3D2ffc819815
https://secure-web.cisco.com/1dSppL65Oh2YFB5nGLAc2gRIaOoDJo_Z8Gcrb0P2yeaOpJfN_ESWJlvppkNZFhL4mte9ddFVdiUVvwyNHqfTXOmBEZDhpKDeGkd9nUV2KXChcd5sa0i-dCT8ik_fFYC6USahuDF5PPuAjSS5PxQZdHUvwTjxxAJZpX--S8ZrAvdc2vjiqCnnCkVlCFPHeZvY1KcIp30g2fBmQRGMgJQgOO1m_ees8blPiGg5hxNrsctVit1mAZCwj2CqzsgzRDF4KRaVxXJHcR9-dsV42Ee4cckoaKwWE51FLAEfAtQFefnJV0GIUF0QPo0fOhgT3wTaNcz9lRsYwjMBp9zC6TeNox8e19SnuPwHVD1QchZJiVXc/https%3A%2F%2Fjusticeinaging.us10.list-manage.com%2Ftrack%2Fclick%3Fu%3D727c211cf7b5afb21ea9dada3%26id%3D151be8ef5c%26e%3D2ffc819815
https://www.federalregister.gov/documents/2026/03/02/2026-04095/establishing-flexibility-for-implementation-of-work-requirements-and-term-limits
https://www.federalregister.gov/documents/2026/03/02/2026-04095/establishing-flexibility-for-implementation-of-work-requirements-and-term-limits
https://secure-web.cisco.com/1TuzIsdAWqBYVNrzhPBj8xn4a8XaRfr1ND235t7G_EDoLyuMbOnLKkpdDTmK7WrmqCXbzQvPeyDh0U2f381TZ41eqppfced4pQvjQzdpuLODaeQN6xuQmQyl7LST0afoFAtBMfrbcxyNbpmzUUTZ8IRNwK3FHADy7sJJ0wsEynaHvRnJW3IR897YU84ZwGm_roOHFzdjT5I16VxfUn0lLyVJHQqLc_L6wYV45wqekfTRv8psSAxEmmMHtmfAbO_NLJu3up_kxII8XWBqX4qe6T9EeMPlx4-sCwR5DkasnN6MxFy_atnqAuF1R4E5JjBjqwVhgcGw1vcGbRemyEDOPiwMFEUvXUwUfAnSxVPZCh94/https%3A%2F%2Fjusticeinaging.us10.list-manage.com%2Ftrack%2Fclick%3Fu%3D727c211cf7b5afb21ea9dada3%26id%3D24eb0ee1fd%26e%3D2ffc819815
https://secure-web.cisco.com/1TuzIsdAWqBYVNrzhPBj8xn4a8XaRfr1ND235t7G_EDoLyuMbOnLKkpdDTmK7WrmqCXbzQvPeyDh0U2f381TZ41eqppfced4pQvjQzdpuLODaeQN6xuQmQyl7LST0afoFAtBMfrbcxyNbpmzUUTZ8IRNwK3FHADy7sJJ0wsEynaHvRnJW3IR897YU84ZwGm_roOHFzdjT5I16VxfUn0lLyVJHQqLc_L6wYV45wqekfTRv8psSAxEmmMHtmfAbO_NLJu3up_kxII8XWBqX4qe6T9EeMPlx4-sCwR5DkasnN6MxFy_atnqAuF1R4E5JjBjqwVhgcGw1vcGbRemyEDOPiwMFEUvXUwUfAnSxVPZCh94/https%3A%2F%2Fjusticeinaging.us10.list-manage.com%2Ftrack%2Fclick%3Fu%3D727c211cf7b5afb21ea9dada3%26id%3D24eb0ee1fd%26e%3D2ffc819815
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Lawmakers Knew All Along They Were Voting

to Cut Medicaid for Older Adults

» Less than a year after H.R. 1 passed, states —
including Colorado, Idaho, Missouri, Nebraska, Utah, and North
Carolina — have already proposed cuts to Medicaid HCBS.

» Disabled people, older adults, and their families who spent 2025
fighting H.R. 1 at the federal level are now forced to take the fight
to their state capitals, demanding that their legislators maintain
the Medicaid services that enable them to live at home.

» With cuts to the very Medicaid programs Congress and the Trump
Administration promised to protect now a reality, some
policymakers insist these cuts are rooting out waste and even fraud,
not cutting care.

» This claim is a pretext to slash benefits that support older adults
and people with disabilities at home and shift costs onto families.

3/12/2026
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Lawmakers Knew All Along They Were Voting to Cut
Medicaid for Older Adults - Justice in Aging



https://coloradosun.com/2026/02/09/medicaid-cuts-disabilities/
https://www.kivitv.com/news/idaho-caregivers-fear-proposed-medicaid-cuts-could-devastate-home-based-services-lawmakers-say-flexibility-is-limited
https://www.kcur.org/health/2026-02-15/missouri-families-and-caregivers-plead-with-lawmakers-to-reverse-governors-disability-service-cuts
https://nebraskaexaminer.com/2025/12/24/families-fear-devastating-changes-to-nebraska-program-serving-people-with-disabilities-elderly/
https://utahnewsdispatch.com/2026/01/27/potential-cuts-to-disability-programs-utah/
https://wlos.com/news/local/north-carolina-budget-standstill-disability-disabled-residents-risk-medicaid-cuts-program-providers-uncertainty-vulnerable-passed-impasse-pay-cut-politics-democrats-republicans
https://wlos.com/news/local/north-carolina-budget-standstill-disability-disabled-residents-risk-medicaid-cuts-program-providers-uncertainty-vulnerable-passed-impasse-pay-cut-politics-democrats-republicans
https://justiceinaging.org/lawmakers-knew-all-along-they-were-voting-to-cut-medicaid-for-older-adults/
https://justiceinaging.org/lawmakers-knew-all-along-they-were-voting-to-cut-medicaid-for-older-adults/
https://justiceinaging.org/lawmakers-knew-all-along-they-were-voting-to-cut-medicaid-for-older-adults/
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Connecticut: Disability advocates gather at state 35
Capitol to push back against proposed budget

» Connecticut’s Governor is proposing to end a Medicaid
program called “community first choice” in the next
state budget.

* The program lets people receive personal care at home,
rather than a nursing home. Now, anyone who qualifies ,
Can access the program WithOUt Waiting 37;2?5:;advocatesgatheratstateCapitolto launch CT

Adapt, push back against Lamont’s proposed budget

* More than 7,200 Connecticut residents are currently
enrolled.

* “They say that the people currently on the program will
get placed on a waiver, and that no one's going to lose
their coverage. But there's no plan in place for doing
that, and there's long wait lists”
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ldaho House considers bill to cut Medicaid
disability provider pay rates by nearly $22 million

 The bill is a response to the Governor for %22
million in Medicaid cuts to help balance the budget after years
of tax cuts and dwindling state revenues.

 The bill proposes $22 M in cuts to residential habilitation
providers through reducing pay raises the legislature approved
in 2022 that never happened because of a court order.

 The bill also requires provide audits; the Idaho Medicaid - y ) s ALY U ,
agen.c Sa]d ]t W]ll ran.do.mly aUd]:t 15% Of ayments to :Ziifi::::iseﬁ:g:nsider$22M cuts to Medicaid disability
providers and use audit information to set future rates. provider pay rates - Idaho Capital Sun

* The Republican bill sponsor told lawmakers he didn’t expect
businesses that provide residential habilitation services would
close because ot the rate cuts and said reimbursement rates
that are 33% over where they were four years ago.

* Idaho is also planning to hear a bill next week to repeal
Medicaid expansion repeal .



https://idahocapitalsun.com/2026/01/14/to-cut-medicaid-budget-governor-says-idaho-could-remove-disability-dental-services/
https://idahocapitalsun.com/2026/01/14/to-cut-medicaid-budget-governor-says-idaho-could-remove-disability-dental-services/
https://idahocapitalsun.com/2026/03/05/idaho-state-lawmakers-delay-medicaid-disability-budget-cut-bill/
https://idahocapitalsun.com/2026/03/05/idaho-state-lawmakers-delay-medicaid-disability-budget-cut-bill/
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California: Prove your working requirements could

cost thousands of homeless their health care 37

* Many homeless people have chronic conditions, mental
health disorders, wounds or other medical issues; they AP
need health care desperately. ey

* Meeting “Prove your working“ requirements will be
hard for the state’s roughly 180,000 homeless people.

* On paper, many homeless Californians likely qualify for e
WOI'k eX empt.i On S. homeless Californians off coverage

« But to claim an exemption, a patient needs a doctor to
certify it.

* Only half of insured and unhoused Californians
regularly get care and only 39% have a primary care
provider.

ASSOCIATED PRESS

apnews.com
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California: Prove your working requirements could 38
cost thousands of homeless their health care

« Adding to the difficulty, homeless people often have no
phones or internet to complete a job application.

* They have limited access to meals, showers or clean
clothes.

« They commonly struggle with addiction or mental health

Trump’s Medicaid work mandate could kick thousands of

conditions and often don’t have the ability to work. Bormaias Caloeniansof Covareg
« That means many eligible people could lose Medi-Cal

* “It’s very possible over 90% of people experiencing
unsheltered homelessness will lose insurance,” Feldman
said of his L.A. patients.

AP ASSOCIATED PRESS

apnews.com
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Florida Hasn’t Expanded Medicaid. Lawmakers 39
Want To Add Work Requirements Anyway.

» Florida did not expand Medicaid to include low-income adults who
earn up to 138% of the poverty line, but it wants to add “prove
you’re working” requirements anyway.

» To qualify for Medicaid in Florida, a working-age adult without a
disability must generally be caring for a child or an older or disabled
family member and cannot earn more than 26% of the federal poverty
level, or about $592 a month for a family of three.

KFFHEALTHNEWS.ORG

 Critics say Florida’s proposal would likely force some people to Florida Hasn't Expanded Medicaid. Lawmakers Want To Add

5 5 . Work Requi ts A . - KFF Health N
become uninsured, even if they meet the work requirement. SriTeaTiEmEns Sy T e e

» That’s because the state’s Medicaid income limit is so low that
working the mandated 80 hours a month would likely cause those
individuals to exceed the income eligibility limit but also leave them
earning too little to qualify for subsidized coverage on the Affordable
Care Act marketplace.
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180,000 New Yorkers May Lose Food Stamp
Benefits Under New Work Rules

40

» 30% of all households in New York City, 1.8 million people, rely on
SNAP for food.

* New requirements from HR 1 took effect this month. Now many more
people must prove they work, volunteer or enroll in skills training to
get SNAP.

» An estimated 10 percent of households on SNAP in the city could have :
their benefits eliminated or reduced, representing a devastating blow

180,000 New Yorkers May Lose Food Stamps Under Trump’s

to low-income families as well as the markets where they shop. Changes
» That would lead to 180 million fewer meals consumed per year.

» Social workers say they are worried people won’t find volunteer
positions or jobs in the weak labor market.

» Case managers are very concerned about retirees on fixed budgets
and other older people who will now need to spend at least 80 hours a
month working or performing another qualifying activity.
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SNAP Recipients Sue Over Bans on Sugary
Drinks

» Food stamp recipients in five states — Colorado, lowa,
Nebraska, Tennessee and West Virginia--sued the U.S. Dept
of Agriculture (USDA) Wednesday over restrictions barring
use of SNAP benefits to buy certain drinks and candy

* They argue limits are unlawful, create confusion and add to
their difficulties in managing their health.

NYTIMES.COM

* Many people with diabetes or other conditions may use Fodd Starsp Recipierils Sts Oves thans ors Soodry DYink
sugary drinks to help address low blood sugar for example.

 Since May, USDA has approved waivers in 22 states to let
them to ban SNAP participants from using SNAP benefits to
buy soda, energy drinks, candy or other prepared desserts.



State Revenue Strategies for Aging and

Disability Advocates

* Medicaid accounts for 30% of state budgets

« HCBS are “optional” and account for 32% of all
Medicaid spending

« 86% of “optional” Medicaid spending supports older
adults and people with disabilities.

» To guard against a cuts-first reaction to H.R. 1 and
other pressures state policymakers can:

» Protect revenues currently under threat from regressive
state policies

» Raise new revenues to help offset recent cuts and invest in
the future

» Reclaim revenues states are already losing due to prior
policy choices

3/12/2026
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S

Protect Medicaid: State Revenue
Strategies for Aging and
Disability Advocates

YOUTUBE.COM
Protect Medicaid: State Revenue Strategies for Aging and
Disability Advocates


https://justiceinaging.org/protect-medicaid-state-revenue-strategies-for-aging-and-disability-advocates/
https://justiceinaging.org/protect-medicaid-state-revenue-strategies-for-aging-and-disability-advocates/
https://justiceinaging.org/protect-medicaid-state-revenue-strategies-for-aging-and-disability-advocates/
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