
Federal Funding Fallout 2026
Weekly Update

Feb 13th, 2026

Today we will talk about:

• Counting down to the end of the state legislative session. What’s moving, stalling, and being 

discussed.

• Congress focused on impending shutdown of Dept of Homeland Security; House passes bill that 

would change what people need to do to be able to vote, changes to IDEA being considered. The 

ACA subsidies extension are no longer being discussed even as  impacts of ACA subsidy expiration 

are starting to become clearer.

• Policy changes the administration is making: agencies rescinding funding for certain states, how 

insurers are making coverage harder to use for people with pre-existing conditions, new 

appointments on autism panel, administrative rule changes target fair housing laws and ACA 

exchanges, claims of fraud being used as reason to cut programs, and more. 

• Continued coverage of impacts of HR 1.
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We have a 
lot to say.

Around 
Wisconsin
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Count down to 
the end of the 

state legislative 
session
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Assembly planning to end its legislative session next week.

It held two floor votes this week. It is planning to hold two final 
floor votes next week.

The additional funding needed for FoodShare must be attached to 
legislation and that legislation must pass the Assembly next week. 

The Senate held one floor vote this week and will hold at least 
one more floor vote (likely after the Assembly session ends).

The Joint Finance Committee (JFC) is planning to meet in March. 

Any bills that cost money that passed the Assembly must be 
approved by JFC before the Senate can pass them.

JFC also may meet on agency 13.10 requests. If they do not 
schedule a meeting to fund the DVR 13.10 request people will 
wait and the wait list will grow.



Hunger Coalition calls on legislature to 
approve needed funding for FoodShare

• The Assembly ends next week. 
Call or email your 
Representative and ask 
whether they will vote to 
approve the needed $69.2 M 
for SNAP to meet new federal 
requirements.
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Broad coalition urges lawmakers to add $69M to cover new FoodShare expenses

Agriculture and hunger relief groups call upon state lawmakers for SNAP funding | News | channel3000.com

Wisconsin organizations call for more than $69 million to protect FoodShare benefits amid federal changes

Local leaders push for funding to support Wisconsin FoodShare Program | Economy | wkow.com

Wisconsin Agriculture Calls For Action To Support FoodShare - Madison's Country Q106

https://wisconsinexaminer.com/2026/02/12/broad-coalition-urges-lawmakers-to-add-69m-to-cover-new-foodshare-expenses/
https://www.channel3000.com/news/agriculture-and-hunger-relief-groups-call-upon-state-lawmakers-for-snap-funding/article_abeff24b-3238-4cf8-8098-3d84c060c605.html
https://secure-web.cisco.com/105paZ85zfBDqw1LGflMhNIEEzV9PJe7pr353lIR0JC4OzilJ3vbpI5vSOZzIjTnSGeQoPX22NEe8G_4e74zNedO0RqEQX47l-Ji2-ZUdCfWWv9hKcwZF8aqf8to3QgADo7echSw20NXO1VEOMBV2BfJORcEYsP0MAYaaug-XGMZL_Bg3W0rl6Yktl-0J7frMEUpuz3L3S5g0SLmXZwJfoKo9hVgoJvUz-KxSG8IqH25Ch_J0bjezbjHPfgw0R_eBes-Viw4sFk2cFDh3EXYiNI2C9paYg74riuiT-D2Fc7Ukv-f-3LmVUwsDv9DLFEmng-TMISJQHoS74J6HYyXUjUJr-HgW4T38h4sv4UKlq3w/https%3A%2F%2Fwww.wmtv15news.com%2F2026%2F02%2F11%2Fwisconsin-organizations-call-more-than-69-million-protect-foodshare-benefits-amid-federal-changes%2F
https://www.wkow.com/news/economy/local-leaders-push-for-funding-to-support-wisconsin-foodshare-program/article_491cb154-f29d-4822-8e9c-5fe9e0fb97af.html
https://secure-web.cisco.com/1rkzuFzz9lfiJa98Iu_CIjQ_uR5gw0tcfwxvuUVRD3qWleSuADnLWYeAKvTyTIdvuFh71h3mZxJ3MBokbknRH9DxCASY2KJLyxD7HM2LqQY0zjKSzxrDy8nc9El9MRXhdRsp0zHQzNVjQp3YT9pWs9KcxpfrqHsQpgPYa608gBT7Z64dyvzOxaPGoWskmuMqcyqvu580HuLfEaq2x4EjHKTY3-2MPnRGd1JvRjcgUrLmPtZ0WAYFAHnuIUW4AXDTmmVqfuiIbVskMhmpWLGJSH8G3ICJ-HKdHr5j6D1fAEzxl50bf8IZoQfq-ULrRx82BfxIFeAg7kHJ8d9C9HNRduQ/https%3A%2F%2Fwww.q106.com%2F2026%2F02%2F11%2Fwisconsin-agriculture-calls-for-action-to-support-foodshare%2F


Survival 
Coalition pushes 
JFC to approve 

needed DVR 
funding. 
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Joint Finance met, but funding DVR to end wait 
lists was not on the agenda.

Action Step: 

contact Joint Committee on Finance members, 
and your state Senator and state Representative 
and ask JFC to approve the DVR 13.10 request 

as soon as possible.

https://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/2025/committees/joint/2920


Senate sends bill 
that makes it easier 

for teachers to 
exclude students 

from classrooms to 
Governor’s desk

2/13/2026 6

Contact the Governor’s office 

AB 614 passed full Senate Wednesday. It had already 
passed full Assembly. 

Now the bill will go to the Governor and he will decide 
whether to sign it into law or veto the bill. 

The bill:

•Makes it easier for teachers to take students out of classrooms if 
the teacher says the student’s behavior is disruptive.

•Adds time consuming paperwork requirements that can delay a 
student’s return to the classroom.

•Requires all parents in the classroom are notified when behaviors 
have resulted in a student being removed from class.

Action Step: Contact the Governor’s office (or 608-266-
1212) with your thoughts about whether AB 614 should 
become law or not. 

https://wi.accessgov.com/public/Forms/Page/governor/voice-an-opinion


Wisconsin is at least $500M short of what is 
needed to do what we are doing now. 7
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22 appropriations 

22 appropriations 

LFB releases revenue projections 

LFB releases revenue projections 

$70 M requested to for 
SNAP to meet new federal 

requirements from HR1

$140 M shortfall in what 
was promised for special ed 
for year one. (Shortfall for 

year 2 of budget is not 
known yet).

$11 M shortfall for DVR, 
waiting list imposed. 

Wisconsin Medicaid projects 
$213 M deficit by June 30, 

2027.

$218 M shortfall for 22 
appropriations where 

revenue from fees helps 
fund programs.

LFB releases revenue 
projections noting higher 

tax revenue than expected, 
but also uncertainty that a 
CMS interpretation could 

result in a $792 M Medicaid 
shortfall. 

Unknowns that could be 
budget busters: state 
reinsurance fund (ACA 

Marketplace), removing 
caps from school voucher 

programs.

Cuts or elimination of 
federal grants that have 
supported state, county, 
and local programs may 

create new budget holes or 
funding gaps.

https://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/misc/lfb/misc/129_plans_for_unsupported_overdraft_appropriations_2024_25_1_12_26
https://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/misc/lfb/misc/129_plans_for_unsupported_overdraft_appropriations_2024_25_1_12_26
https://wheeler-files.s3.amazonaws.com/upload/files/frontpage/doc_14000581376969587f4fb0f9.63765391.pdf
https://wheeler-files.s3.amazonaws.com/upload/files/frontpage/doc_14000581376969587f4fb0f9.63765391.pdf


Other bills we are watching 8
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Patient advocates do not believe this legislation will address the issue it seeks to solve and will cause many new issues

Patient advocates do not believe this legislation will address the issue it seeks to solve and will cause many new issues

national study 

SB 578 AB 598

SB 795 AB 798

SB 795 AB 798

•Would let hospitals pick a decision-maker (called a Patient’s Representative) if a patient 
becomes unable to make medical decision, based on a list set in statute.

•Patient advocates do not believe this legislation will address the issue it seeks to solve and 
will cause many new issues. 

•An analysis other states’ Next of Kin laws shows this proposal is broader and more expansive 
than anywhere else in the country.

•A national study shows staffing shortages in facilities are a main reason patients are not able 
to be discharged from the hospital (the study did not assess how HCBS staffing shortages and 
lack of support of unpaid caregivers are contributing to longer hospital stays for some 
people.).

•Bills advanced out of committee. Both Senate and Assembly can schedule floor vote on bill.

SB 578 and AB 598 Patient’s Representative

•SB 795 and AB 798 would let caregivers list up to three people for whom they are the primary 
caregiver when they apply or renew for a driver's license or state ID and provide emergency 
contact information that can be given to law enforcement. 

•Voted out of Senate committee, available for scheduling. Public hearing held in Assembly.

SB 795 and AB 798 would let caregivers identify people who depend 
on their care

https://gwaar.org/api/cms/viewFile/id/2008801
https://gwaar.org/api/cms/viewFile/id/2008801
https://www.cidrap.umn.edu/covid-19/diminished-us-nursing-homes-capacity-may-limit-access-long-term-care-slow-hospital-release
https://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/2025/proposals/sb578
https://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/2025/proposals/ab598
https://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/2025/proposals/sb795
https://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/2025/proposals/ab798
https://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/2025/proposals/sb795
https://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/2025/proposals/ab798


Buckle up: 2026 is going to be a big year to 
make sure disability issues are priority issues 9
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January

State Legislature: Bills 
pass or die.

Congress: Federal 2026 
budget, CR or gov’t 

shutdown

Feb

State: Likely finish to 2-
year session early so 
current members can 
shift to campaigning.

March

State: March 19th 
Survival Coalition 

Disability Advocacy Day

May

State: Deadline for 
people running for 

office to file paperwork. 
Voters will decide 
Governor, ½ state 
Senate, all state 

Assembly, and all U.S. 
Congressional Reps 

races.

President releases 
budget proposal.

June

HR1: CMS Medicaid work 
requirement guidance 

deadline. 

Congress: begins 2027 
fed. Budget bill process.

August

State: August 11th 
primary election, 

determines who choices 
on ballot are in 

November.

September

HR 1: States must start 
communicating with 
Medicaid recipients 

about new work 
requirements.

Federal: Sept 30 end of 
federal fiscal year 2026 
(will FFY 2027 budget 

be in place?)

October

HR1: Federal funding for 
states to run SNAP 

reduced. 

November

November 3rd Election 
Day.

New Governor hires 
staff, makes agency 
appointments, starts 

drafting 2027-29 state 
budget. Policy direction 

could change or 
continue.

December

State legislature: picks 
leaders for next session, 
decides on rules, assigns 

members to 
committees.

Jan. 2027

HR 1 Medicaid work 
requirements start.

WE ARE HERE



2027 is when states feel impact of federal 
funding cuts. 10
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January

New legislators 
seated. What do they 
know about disability? 

What are their 
disability values? Do 

they prioritize 
disability?

Flurry of state bills 
introduced

New Congress seated.

Feb

Governor gives 
Legislature Executive 

budget proposal. 
Revenue and federal 
funding reductions 

will impact decisions 
on increasing, 
reducing or 

eliminating funding 
for programs.

March

Joint Finance 
Committee decides 

whether to start with 
Governor’s budget or 
write their own. Holds 

briefings on budget

Survival Coalition 
Disability Advocacy 

Day

April

Joint Finance holds 
briefings, typically 

does budget hearings 
around the state.

May

Joint Finance makes 
decisions on what to 
fund/cut in the state 

budget.

President releases 
budget proposal.

June

June 30th deadline to 
pass state budget.

Congress: begins 2028 
fed. Budget bill 

process.

August

Federal 2028 budget 
process moves

September

Federal: Sept 30 end 
of federal fiscal year 
2026 (will FFY 2028 
budget be in place?)

October

State fall legislative 
session

November December

State legislators start 
deciding whether they 

want to run for 
another term.

Jan. 2028

Last opportunity to 
pass state legislation 

(members want to end 
regular business Feb-
March to give more 

time to campaign for 
re-election)



Government 
Shutdown, 
2026 Budget 
bill, ACA 
subsidies

Congress
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Congress moving to change election laws 

• This week the House passed the Safeguard American 

Voter Eligibility (SAVE) Act.

• The bill would change what proof and 

documentation is needed to register to vote, would 

not let people register online, would require voters 

in all states to present Photo ID to vote, and change 

what IDs are accepted as proof. 

• Most of the new requirements would go into effect 

immediately, but the requirement for photo 

identification to vote in federal elections would not 

kick in until 2027.

2/13/2026
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Elections overhaul takes center stage in House

Bill would impose nationwide proof of citizenship, 

photo ID requirements

House GOP pushes strict proof-of-citizenship 

requirement for voters

https://www.politico.com/news/2026/02/06/house-save-act-vote-filibuster-00768499
https://www.democracydocket.com/news-alerts/house-republicans-save-act-voter-supression-legislation-midterms/
https://www.democracydocket.com/news-alerts/house-republicans-save-act-voter-supression-legislation-midterms/
https://www.npr.org/2026/02/12/g-s1-109745/house-pushes-strict-requirement-for-voters
https://www.npr.org/2026/02/12/g-s1-109745/house-pushes-strict-requirement-for-voters


The SAVE act 
would add 

more barriers 
to voting
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Eliminate mail-in and online registrations.

Require voters to present photo ID at the polls in every 
state

8 states, including Wisconsin, 
require photo ID to vote. State 
laws say what kinds of ID count. 

27 states require some form of 
identification to vote, and allow 
non-photo ID options for at least 

some voters

15 states do not have additional 
identification requirements to 

vote once someone has 
registered.

Require every American citizen to provide specific documents in person when registering 
to vote and whenever they update their voter registration.

At least 21.3 million voters — around 9% American 
citizens of voting age — lack ready access to such 

documents.

Millions of people have last names that do not 
match the names on their passports or birth 

certificates, including 69 M women who took their 
spouse’s last name when they got married.



If SAVE Act 
becomes law, who 

is most at risk of 
losing their right 

to vote?
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The SAVE Act would disproportionately impact people with 
disabilities, older adults, women who change their name 
when they get married, rural voters, first time voters, and 
other minorities.

• Millions of Americans do not have access to their birth certificate and 
obtaining a copy can be costly.

• Half of Americans, especially lower-income Americans, do not have a 
passport.

Eliminating mail-in voting options and online voting 
registration adds transportation barriers that are already 
problems for non-drivers.

21 million voting-age U.S. citizens lack a valid driver’s 
license, the most common form of photo ID in the U.S.

The SAVE act would prohibit student ID cards from being 
accepted photo IDs.



Let Congress 
know what you 

think about 
making it harder 

to vote
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Find your members of Congress

Make sure your members of Congress 
understand why voting is important to you, 
and why changes in the SAVE act would make 
it harder for you to exercise your right. 

• Are you a non-driver? How easy or hard would it be to get 
to a place to register, update your registration, get a photo 
ID, or vote in person?

• Do you have a passport? 

• Do you have a copy of your birth certificate? (Some older 
adults do not have a birth certificate).

• Has your name changed since you were born?

• Have you used online tools to register to vote or update 
your registration?

• Do you have a Photo ID?

Find your members of Congress

https://www.congress.gov/members/find-your-member


State election officials brace for possible 
federal interference in midterm elections

• Over the past year, the administration has attempted to 

influence how elections are run. 

• Last March Trump signed an executive order that 

attempted to impose a requirement that voters prove their 

citizenship in federal elections

• The U.S. Department of Justice has sued 24 states and the 

District of Columbia to obtain unredacted voter rolls that 

include sensitive personal information. 

• The Department of Homeland Security wants states to run 

their voter rolls through a powerful citizenship verification 

tool.

2/13/2026
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State election officials brace for possible Trump 

interference in midterm results

Trump’s calls to ‘nationalize’ elections have state, 

local election officials bracing for tumult

https://www.brennancenter.org/our-work/research-reports/tracker-justice-department-requests-voter-information
https://www.brennancenter.org/our-work/research-reports/tracker-justice-department-requests-voter-information
https://www.politico.com/news/2026/02/06/trump-state-election-officials-midterms-federal-power-00768050
https://www.politico.com/news/2026/02/06/trump-state-election-officials-midterms-federal-power-00768050
https://stateline.org/2026/02/06/trumps-calls-to-nationalize-elections-have-state-local-election-officials-bracing-for-tumult/
https://stateline.org/2026/02/06/trumps-calls-to-nationalize-elections-have-state-local-election-officials-bracing-for-tumult/


State election officials brace for possible 
federal interference in midterm elections

• The FBI seized ballots from an elections warehouse 

Fulton County, Georgia — a state that was a central 

focus of Trump’s push to overturn his 2020 election 

loss.

• Last week Trump said he wanted to nationalize 

elections and take over voting in at least 15 places.  

• Last week state election officials were invited to a 

meeting that includes the FBI, Justice Department, 

Department of Homeland Security, U.S. Postal 

Inspection Service and the Election Assistance to 

discuss “preparations” for the 2026 elections.

2/13/2026
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State election officials brace for possible Trump 

interference in midterm results

Trump’s calls to ‘nationalize’ elections have state, 

local election officials bracing for tumult

https://www.politico.com/news/2026/02/06/trump-state-election-officials-midterms-federal-power-00768050
https://www.politico.com/news/2026/02/06/trump-state-election-officials-midterms-federal-power-00768050
https://stateline.org/2026/02/06/trumps-calls-to-nationalize-elections-have-state-local-election-officials-bracing-for-tumult/
https://stateline.org/2026/02/06/trumps-calls-to-nationalize-elections-have-state-local-election-officials-bracing-for-tumult/


State election officials brace for possible 
federal interference in midterm elections

• Under the U.S. Constitution, responsibility for elections 
belongs to the states.

• States run elections for state held offices, members of 
Congress elected to represent the state, and Presidential 
elections.

• The U.S. Constitution authorizes states to set the time, place 
and manner of elections for Congress but also allows 
Congress to change those regulations. 

• “Trump appears to be crossing a line from urging Congress to 
set additional election requirements into wanting the federal 
government’s hands on states’ election administration 
infrastructure,” said Barry Burden, director of the Elections 
Research Center at the University of Wisconsin-Madison and 
the university.

2/13/2026
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State election officials brace for possible Trump 

interference in midterm results

Trump’s calls to ‘nationalize’ elections have state, 

local election officials bracing for tumult

https://www.politico.com/news/2026/02/06/trump-state-election-officials-midterms-federal-power-00768050
https://www.politico.com/news/2026/02/06/trump-state-election-officials-midterms-federal-power-00768050
https://stateline.org/2026/02/06/trumps-calls-to-nationalize-elections-have-state-local-election-officials-bracing-for-tumult/
https://stateline.org/2026/02/06/trumps-calls-to-nationalize-elections-have-state-local-election-officials-bracing-for-tumult/


Altering IDEA Poses ‘Substantial Risk’ To 
Students With Disabilities, Advocates Warn

• Advocates say they are alarmed that the 
U.S. Senate Health, Education, Labor and 
Pensions Committee, known as HELP, is 
weighing whether to move forward on 
multiple bills that would amend the IDEA.

• The HELP committee chair wants to move a 
bill that would classify dyslexia as its own 
category under IDEA. Other bills altering 
IDEA are up for consideration too.

• Advocates worry that legislation that 
changes IDEA could be amended to try and 
include other changes to IDEA. 

2/13/2026
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Altering IDEA Poses ‘Substantial Risk’ To Students With 

Disabilities, Advocates Warn

Consortium of Citizens with Disabilities letter to Senate 

HELP committee

https://www.disabilityscoop.com/2026/02/09/altering-idea-poses-substantial-risk-to-students-with-disabilities-advocates-warn/
https://www.disabilityscoop.com/2026/02/09/altering-idea-poses-substantial-risk-to-students-with-disabilities-advocates-warn/
https://c-c-d.org/fichiers/CCD-ED-TF-Cochair-HELP-Committee-on-IDEA.pdf
https://c-c-d.org/fichiers/CCD-ED-TF-Cochair-HELP-Committee-on-IDEA.pdf


Altering IDEA Poses ‘Substantial Risk’ To 
Students With Disabilities, Advocates Warn

• The Trump administration has cut special 

education and civil rights staff at the Department of 

Education and has made clear its intent to move special 

education oversight to a different federal agency, 

adding to the uncertainty of what changing IDEA could 

mean for students with disabilities and families.

• “…it’s not in our kids’ best interest to start debating 

IDEA right now,” said Denise Marshall, CEO of the 

Council of Parent Attorneys and Advocates, or COPAA, a 

nonprofit that advocates for the rights of students with 

disabilities and their families. “One amendment…can 

turn into many amendments if the bill reaches the floor. 

Our focus is on implementation of the law and 

educating our kids.”

2/13/2026
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Altering IDEA Poses ‘Substantial Risk’ To Students With 

Disabilities, Advocates Warn

Consortium of Citizens with Disabilities letter to Senate 

HELP committee

https://www.disabilityscoop.com/2025/10/14/ed-department-lays-off-nearly-all-special-education-staff/31676/
https://www.disabilityscoop.com/2025/10/14/ed-department-lays-off-nearly-all-special-education-staff/31676/
https://www.disabilityscoop.com/2025/03/18/ed-department-cuts-may-leave-students-with-disabilities-little-to-no-recourse/31362/
https://www.disabilityscoop.com/2026/01/09/ed-department-pushing-ahead-with-plan-to-offload-special-education/31800/
https://www.disabilityscoop.com/2026/01/09/ed-department-pushing-ahead-with-plan-to-offload-special-education/31800/
https://www.disabilityscoop.com/2026/02/09/altering-idea-poses-substantial-risk-to-students-with-disabilities-advocates-warn/
https://www.disabilityscoop.com/2026/02/09/altering-idea-poses-substantial-risk-to-students-with-disabilities-advocates-warn/
https://c-c-d.org/fichiers/CCD-ED-TF-Cochair-HELP-Committee-on-IDEA.pdf
https://c-c-d.org/fichiers/CCD-ED-TF-Cochair-HELP-Committee-on-IDEA.pdf


Federal 2026 budget: 11 out of 12 have 
passed Congress 21
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The Continuing 
Resolution (CR) for the 

Dept. Homeland 
Security (DHS) expires 

Feb 13th.

Before voting on the 
agency’s federal 2026 

budget, Dems are 
demanding changes to 

how ICE and Border 
Patrol operates.

The White House sent a 
counterproposal, but 
Senators do not think 
the administration is 

serious about changing 
ICE and Border Patrol 

practices.

The Senate will not 
have agreement on the 

DHS budget, which 
means the agency will 
shutdown midnight on 

Friday.

Congress is out next 
week; this shutdown 

could go awhile 
because it will take 
awhile before the 

public feel effects.

Shutting down DHS 
does not stop ICE or 

border control because 
they have ($170 B) 

money approved in HR 
1 they can use. 

ICE and Border Control 
will continue to 

operate even if the 
Dept. of Homeland 

Security shuts down, 
unless Congress 

rescinds HR 1 funding.

A shutdown would 
impact the 

Transportation Security 
Admin (TSA), FEMA, 
Coast Guard, etc. 
Funding for these 

functions depends on 
the annual federal 

budget or a CR.

https://www.congress.gov/crs-appropriations-status-table



Up to Congress to make sure federal funding 
is spent as they intend 22
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What will Congress do 
to provide oversight 
and enforce that 
Congress’s spending 
directives are 
followed by the 
administration? 

01
What will Congress do 
if the administration 
freezes, impounds, 
redirects or restricts 
funds to states and 
programs?

02
What will you do make 
sure the funds 
Congress appropriates 
are spent as directed 
and in a timely 
manner? 

03
What will you do if 
the administration 
does not spend money 
as Congress directed?

04



Administrative 
rules, Federal 
Agency Actions

Administration

23
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How many people will drop from ACA 
Marketplace? We won’t know for months.

• The Congressional Budget Office said in December 2024 

that not extending the ACA subsidies would cause 2.2 

million people to lose insurance in 2026, with further 

increases in following years.

• Data released Jan. 28 by federal officials showed a drop 

of about 1.2 million enrollments across the federal 

healthcare.gov marketplace so far.

• These numbers don’t reflect what happened after Jan 

15th (either more last-minute signups or cancelations)

• For people who reenrolled in ACA plans, the real figures 

won’t be known for weeks or months until we know how 

many pay or don’t pay their premium bills.
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Obamacare Sign-Ups Drop, but the Extent Won’t Be 

Clear for Months

End of Enhanced Obamacare Subsidies Puts Tribal 

Health Lifeline at Risk

https://www.cbo.gov/system/files/2024-12/59230-ARPA.pdf
https://www.cms.gov/newsroom/fact-sheets/marketplace-2026-open-enrollment-period-report-national-snapshot-2
https://www.cms.gov/newsroom/fact-sheets/marketplace-2026-open-enrollment-period-report-national-snapshot-2
https://kffhealthnews.org/news/article/affordable-care-act-aca-obamacare-sign-ups-subsidies-higher-premiums
https://kffhealthnews.org/news/article/affordable-care-act-aca-obamacare-sign-ups-subsidies-higher-premiums
https://kffhealthnews.org/news/article/tribal-health-enhanced-obamacare-subsidies-funding-shortages
https://kffhealthnews.org/news/article/tribal-health-enhanced-obamacare-subsidies-funding-shortages


How many people will drop from ACA 
Marketplace? We won’t know for months.

• 19 states (and the District of Columbia) run their own Marketplace 

exchanges.

• The State Marketplace Network, a collective of 22 state 

marketplaces, has released more detailed data about enrollment 

than the federal marketplace.

• Most states saw lower enrollment for 2026 than the prior year.

• Compared with the same time last year, outright plan 

cancellations are up 83% in Colorado, disenrollments are four 

times what they were in Idaho, and Virginia has seen cancellations 

double. 

• In Pennsylvania, people ages 55 to 64, the group with the highest 

premiums, and young people 26 to 34 are terminating their 

coverage in higher numbers than other age groups.

• New enrollments are down 32% in California.
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https://www.cms.gov/cciio/resources/fact-sheets-and-faqs/state-marketplaces
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https://statemarketplacenetwork.org/who-we-are/
https://agency.pennie.com/wp-content/uploads/2026/01/December-2025-Special-Pennie-BOD-Meeting-Deck-Final.pdf
https://agency.pennie.com/wp-content/uploads/2026/01/December-2025-Special-Pennie-BOD-Meeting-Deck-Final.pdf
https://hbex.coveredca.com/data-research/dashboards/open-enrollment-and-renewal-dashboard/
https://kffhealthnews.org/news/article/affordable-care-act-aca-obamacare-sign-ups-subsidies-higher-premiums
https://kffhealthnews.org/news/article/affordable-care-act-aca-obamacare-sign-ups-subsidies-higher-premiums
https://kffhealthnews.org/news/article/tribal-health-enhanced-obamacare-subsidies-funding-shortages
https://kffhealthnews.org/news/article/tribal-health-enhanced-obamacare-subsidies-funding-shortages


How many people will drop from ACA 
Marketplace? We won’t know for months.

• Existing customers chose lower-priced “bronze” 

plans that come with higher deductibles and out of 

pocket costs (rather than the standard silver plans).

• California saw 73% of renewing members who 

switched plans move to a bronze plan, up from 27% 

at the same time last year. 

• In Maine, bronze enrollment now represents almost 

60% of all plans purchased.

• Medical providers, including hospitals and doctors, 

are bracing for an increase in the number of insured 

patients who can’t afford to pay their deductibles.
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CMS planning to change coverage, oversight 
rule for ACA exchanges in 2027

Monday, CMS released a draft payment rule 

that proposes: 

• getting rid of standardized coverage and 

• accepting non-network health plans as 

qualified health plans. 

• broadening access to catastrophic coverage 

• and continue a crackdown on exchange 

brokers. 
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https://www.modernhealthcare.com/politics-

regulation/mh-aca-exchange-rule-2027-standardized-

coverage



Covered But Not Cared For: The New Face Of 
Preexisting Condition Discrimination

• Insurers are finding ways to offer high-cost patients 
insurance plans but set up rules in ways that that drive 
expensive patients and the clinicians who care for 
them out of their plans.

• Insurers know which specialties are the costliest to 
their bottom line.

• Narrowing networks to include fewer specialists who 
treat patients with chronic, costly diseases requiring 
expensive drugs, frequent visits, infusion services, and 
extensive ancillary care reduces utilization without 
ever denying a patient coverage outright. 

• Practically, insured patients cannot access appropriate 
care without going out of network, traveling 
unreasonable distances, or waiting months for 
appointments.
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https://www.medscape.com/viewarticle/covered-

not-cared-new-face-preexisting-condition-

2026a10002wk



Covered But Not Cared For: The New Face Of 
Preexisting Condition Discrimination

• Lower reimbursement and other financial and 

contractual pressures are ways to discourage 

providers who treat the sickest people from 

being part of the net work

• Insurer strategies like retroactive denial of prior 

authorizations, pre- and post-payment audits, 

and step therapy are ways to drive down use of 

services.

• Other administrative strategies—like requiring 

primary care referrals every 6 months to see a 

specialist--can make insurance so hard to use 

that patients leave. 
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https://www.medscape.com/viewarticle/covered-not-

cared-new-face-preexisting-condition-2026a10002wk



Covered But Not Cared For: The New Face Of 
Preexisting Condition Discrimination

• Other Strategies to Discourage Expensive Patients include copay 

accumulator and maximizer programs that drain patient 

assistance and increase out-of-pocket costs, high coinsurance 

tiers for specialty medications even when deductibles are met, 

limited or no coverage for infusible medications, and narrow 

formularies that exclude the standard-of-care drugs for complex 

diseases.

• Each policy alone can be defended as a cost-containment tool. 

• Together, they form a system that reliably discourages the 

enrollment and continued participation of patients who cost the 

most to insure. 

• The ACA was designed to ensure that people with pre-existing 

conditions could not only purchase insurance but use it. 
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https://www.medscape.com/viewarticle/covered-not-

cared-new-face-preexisting-condition-2026a10002wk



RFK Jr.’s Picks for a Key Autism Panel Include 
people who promote dangerous treatments

• Among those Robert F. Kennedy Jr. recently named to a federal 

autism committee are people who tout dangerous treatments 

and say vaccine manufacturers are “poisoning children.”

• Last week, Kennedy announced an entirely new lineup for the 

Interagency Autism Coordinating Committee (IACC), a group that 

recommends what types of autism research the government 

should fund and provides guidance on the services the autism 

community requires.

• the new panel includes no previous members, 

• a review of the new members of the group suggests that Kennedy 

appointed members of the anti-vaccine community who claim 

vaccines cause autism—despite there being no evidence to prove 

such a claim.
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https://www.wired.com/story/rfk-jr-s-picks-for-a-key-autism-panel-include-advocates-for-bizarre-theories/
https://www.wired.com/story/rfk-jr-s-picks-for-a-key-autism-panel-include-advocates-for-bizarre-theories/


RFK Jr.’s Picks for a Key Autism Panel Include 
people who promote dangerous treatments

• Appointees to Interagency Autism Coordinating 
Committee  include:
• Daniel Rossignol, a doctor who was sued for alleged 

fraud after prescribing a 7-year-old autistic child a 
debunked and dangerous treatment. 

• Tracy Slepcevic, who is linked to a wide range of bogus 
autism cures, including one that involves the injection of 
animal stem cells into children. 

• Toby Rogers, who has claimed that “no thinking person 
vaccinates” and that vaccine makers are “poisoning 
children.”

• John Gilmore who has said that his autistic son is “vaccine 
injured.” 

• Ginger Taylor, who has publicly claimed that many autism 
cases involve “vaccine causation.” 

• Elizabeth Mumper who is linked to a group that has 
promoted ivermectin as a treatment for Covid.
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https://abcnews.go.com/Health/TheLaw/doctors-sued-autism-chelation-therapy/story?id=10045951
https://abcnews.go.com/Health/TheLaw/doctors-sued-autism-chelation-therapy/story?id=10045951
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https://brownstone.org/articles/more-on-mapping-autism-causation-studies/
https://brownstone.org/articles/more-on-mapping-autism-causation-studies/
https://www.wired.com/story/rfk-jr-s-picks-for-a-key-autism-panel-include-advocates-for-bizarre-theories/
https://www.wired.com/story/rfk-jr-s-picks-for-a-key-autism-panel-include-advocates-for-bizarre-theories/


With ICE Using Medicaid Data, 
Hospitals and States worry about 
immigrant patients

Emergency Medicaid reimburses hospitals for 
the cost of emergency treatment for 
immigrants who are ineligible for standard 
Medicaid coverage.

For more than a decade, hospitals and states 
have assured patients that their personal 
information, would not be shared

Now Deportation officials have access to 
personal Medicaid information of all enrollees 
in 28 states.

In 22 states that are suing, it is unclear how 
the federal agency is ensuring that certain 
states’ information on citizens and legal 
residents is not shared with ICE. 

Medicaid experts say it would be nearly 
impossible for the agency to separate the 
data, raising questions about whether the 
Trump administration is complying with the 
judge’s order.
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https://kffhealthnews.org/news/medicaid-illegal-immigrant-emergency-care/


Administration continues to use federal 
funding as way to target/reward states

• The Trump administration plans 
to rescind $600 million in public 
health funds from four states 
(California, Colorado, Illinois and 
Minnesota) because it finds the 
grants “inconsistent with agency 
priorities.

• These funds were already 
appropriated by Congress. 

• The Trump administration is 
rescinding a total of $943 million 
transportation funds from 
multiple blue states (California, 
Colorado, Illinois and Minnesota).

• The Transportation funds are 
mostly for electric vehicle 
chargers but also include other 
projects such as green buses. The 
spokesperson said the rescissions 
are targeting “states fraught with 
waste and mismanagement.”
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https://thehill.com/policy/energy-environment/5725217-

trump-blue-states-funding-minnesota-colorado-evs-hiv

https://www.nytimes.com/2026/02/09/health/trump-

public-health-cuts-california.html

Democratic-led states sue to stop Trump from withholding 

$600M in health grants

https://www.nytimes.com/2026/02/09/health/trump-public-health-cuts-california.html
https://www.nytimes.com/2026/02/09/health/trump-public-health-cuts-california.html
https://apnews.com/article/public-health-funding-cuts-trump-democrats-09d985ce03532a89718d4a43aea96eae?utm_source=copy&utm_medium=share
https://apnews.com/article/public-health-funding-cuts-trump-democrats-09d985ce03532a89718d4a43aea96eae?utm_source=copy&utm_medium=share


Spector of fraud being used to make case for 
immigration enforcement, cuts to programs 

• CMS director suggested alleged fraud in Maine’s 
Medicaid program is like the alleged fraud in 
Minnesota.

• The Trump administration has pinned these fraud 
operations on the state’s Somali community and 
cited this alleged connection as the reason behind 
the Department of Homeland Security’s (DHS) 
highly controversial immigration crackdown efforts 
in Minnesota.

• Oz alleged that the Maine fraud case is also 
connected to the state’s Somali population

• Oz said he believes Medicare and Medicaid fraud 
exists in other states, specifically naming 
California.
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Oz alleges Maine ‘looks a lot like Minnesota’ 

regarding entitlement fraud

https://thehill.com/homenews/state-watch/5728249-trump-oz-allege-maine-fraud
https://thehill.com/homenews/state-watch/5728249-trump-oz-allege-maine-fraud


90% of student discrimination and harassment 
complaints were dismissed last year. Here’s why.

• Historically, students with disabilities have filed the largest subset of 

civil rights complaints, with parents typically fighting for their access 

to education.

• Limited Office of Civil Rights oversight removes a key mechanism for 

uncovering systemic problems, such as improper seclusion and 

restraint methods for students with disabilities. 

• Often, these practices only surface after multiple complaints have 

been filed. 

• With the OCR path effectively closed, families must hire an attorney 

to uphold their children’s rights, an option many cannot afford.

• “The reason we have a federal special education law was that states 

specifically barred children with disabilities from the public schools,” 

she said. “For our kids, the federal protections were what opened up 

the schoolhouse doors.”
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https://19thnews.org/2026/02/student-civil-rights-

cases-dismissed-trump-education-department/ 

https://sites.ed.gov/idea/about-idea/
https://19thnews.org/2026/02/student-civil-rights-cases-dismissed-trump-education-department/
https://19thnews.org/2026/02/student-civil-rights-cases-dismissed-trump-education-department/


Administration 
wants to change 
Fair Housing law 

rules
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https://www.federalregister.gov/.../huds-implementation...

https://www.federalregister.gov/.../huds-implementation...

HUD has a policy now that makes it illegal to 
deny housing to certain groups of people, 
including people with disabilities

HUD wants to change the rules to make it easier 
for landlords to hide why someone was denied 
housing.  

• You can submit a commit by FRIDAY February 13th, at 10:59 pm 
here: https://www.federalregister.gov/.../huds-
implementation...

• Points to make: 

• You oppose the new rule because it's already hard for people 
with disabilities to find safe, affordable, accessible housing. 

• Any examples you have had in finding housing.

• Any types of discrimination (if you have experienced) it that 
already makes it hard to get housing. 

• The comments do NOT have to be long or detailed. Simply 
saying you oppose because it will be harder for people with 
disabilities to find safe, affordable, accessible housing is 
enough.

https://www.federalregister.gov/documents/2026/01/14/2026-00590/huds-implementation-of-the-fair-housing-acts-disparate-impact-standard?fbclid=IwZXh0bgNhZW0CMTAAYnJpZBExWG9qdFB4cENpWnRyVnZ1WXNydGMGYXBwX2lkEDIyMjAzOTE3ODgyMDA4OTIAAR4Jc1Ygh6eRmZDu3bJgMO7oi9xsOmd_B18FY0rsgNyIT3SJJEj4NiMMsw2Uag_aem_64cF-z2YuQoSwI3UcLriLQ
https://www.federalregister.gov/documents/2026/01/14/2026-00590/huds-implementation-of-the-fair-housing-acts-disparate-impact-standard?fbclid=IwZXh0bgNhZW0CMTAAYnJpZBExWG9qdFB4cENpWnRyVnZ1WXNydGMGYXBwX2lkEDIyMjAzOTE3ODgyMDA4OTIAAR4Jc1Ygh6eRmZDu3bJgMO7oi9xsOmd_B18FY0rsgNyIT3SJJEj4NiMMsw2Uag_aem_64cF-z2YuQoSwI3UcLriLQ


Trump administration finalizes rule to strip 50,000 
federal workers of civil service protections

• Schedule F is a new job classification for “policy-related” 
positions. 

• Positions the President decides should be classified as policy 
related will lose civil service protections and their right to appeal 
adverse personnel actions.

• Whistleblower complaints from Schedule F employees would no 
longer go to the U.S. Office of Special Counsel, instead being 
referred internally to the employing agency’s general counsel for 
review.

• Administration officials estimated that as many as 50,000 federal 
employees could be targeted by the new policy after it takes 
effect March 8th.

• Until now, the roughly 4,000 people appointed by the president, 
known as political appointees, were the only federal workers who 
could be fired at will.
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Trump administration finalizes rule to strip 50,000 
federal workers of civil service protections

• Last year, the Office of Personnel Management (OPM) issued a 

new Merit Hiring Plan that requires greater input from political 

appointees during the federal hiring process and solicits federal 

jobseekers to write essays about their favorite Trump 

administration policy or executive order.

• OPM officials cited Government Executive’s reporting as evidence 

that Schedule Policy/Career is needed to crack down on dissenting 

voices still in government.

• The long tradition of a nonpartisan civil service includes a 

deliberate division between career employees and political 

appointees. 

• This is in part so career officials with deep expertise can offer 

context and information to policymakers without fear of getting 

fired.
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Trump administration scaling back plans for 
field test of the 2030 census

• The Census Bureau has cut the number of test sites from 6 down 

to 2, including test sites in rural communities and on tribal lands. 

• The 2026 test was designed to help the bureau improve the 

accuracy of the United States' upcoming once-a-decade head 

count. 

• The Census Bureau is also cutting a plan to provide Spanish and 

Chinese versions of the Census test’s online form. It will only be 

available in English.

• Scaling back the test is raising concerns about the Census Bureau's 

ability to produce a reliable population tally for redistributing 

political representation and federal funding in the next decade.

• Outside census advisory groups have been disbanded, experienced 

staff have been fired, and the bureau has refused to update 

Congress about its work.
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https://www.npr.org/2026/02/02/nx-s1-5696576/us-

census-bureau-usps-2026-operational-test
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Colorado: disability advocates get state to 
pause some Medicaid cuts 

• Colorado Medicaid officials are pausing a few 

proposed cuts that would have affected children 

and adults with severe disabilities who are cared 

for at home by family members after state 

lawmakers found the cuts too painful to support. 

• After hours of tearful testimony, the legislature’s 

Joint Budget Committee refused to grant the 

requests, pushing them off until next year’s 

budget instead.

• It’s unclear what state leaders will propose 

instead to trim Medicaid spending.
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Colorado: disability advocates get state to 
pause some Medicaid cuts 

• One proposal would have limited the number of hours 

parent caregivers could be paid to 56, which would have 

cut some parents’ hours by half. 

• Medicaid officials said the goal of the 56-hour cap per 

caregiver was to make sure that people with disabilities 

have multiple caregivers, not one parent who is burned 

out. 

• parents say that’s not how it will work because there 

simply aren’t enough caregivers to hire.  

• Another proposal would reduce the parent caregiver pay 

rate to match what is allowed for group homes.
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Colorado: disability advocates get state to 
pause some Medicaid cuts 

“I understand we need to make cuts,” Elizabeth 
Moran, executive director of the Arc of Colorado 
and sister to a person with disabilities, told 
lawmakers last week. But cutting services for 
people who are living at home “is not saving 
money. It is just shifting costs over to more 
expensive systems. It pushes people into crisis. It 
will result in institutional care, institutions and 
beds that we don’t have, care staff that we don’t 
have. And in the process, cause real harm to 
Coloradans.”
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Missouri families worry proposed $80.7M cut 
will hobble disability care programs

• Missouri’s self directed supports program lets 
people with developmental disabilities or their 
families hire, train and manage their own care 
staff.

• The program also lets families hire a “community 
specialist” to help people become more 
independent away from home.

• A proposed $80.7 million funding reduction of 
Missouri’s services for people with developmental 
disabilities would eliminate the “community 
specialist” option — and slash pay rates for 
families’ care staff by between 21% and 29%.

• The proposed budget would also reduce the rate 
paid to providers of structured group programs, 
called day habilitation, by a third.
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Fewer immigrant caregivers linked to more deaths 
of older adults and people with disabilities

• The paper finds when there are more immigrants, seniors are 
less likely to end up in health care institutions and, 
ultimately, less likely to die. 

• More immigrants also means more health care workers—both 
high-skilled (doctors, nurses, etc.) and low-skilled (home 
health aides, nursing home staff, etc.).

• When there are more of these care workers around, seniors 
and people with disabilities are more likely to live at home 
rather than in assisted-living facilities, nursing homes, and 
other congregant settings. 

• And for those who do end up in such facilities, the staffing 
levels there are likely to be higher.

• If the paper’s findings are correct, just removing the 330,000 
Haitian refugees would likely lead to 9,000 more deaths a 
year.
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The Effect of Immigration on Older Adult Mortality in 
the United States
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Why Trump’s Attack on Refugees Could Hurt 
Grandma (and people with disabilities)

• An order issued in November revoked Temporary Protected 

Status (TPS) for the roughly 330,000 Haitians. 

• A federal judge blocked that order right before it took effect 

Feb. 3rd. The Trump administration says it plans to appeal.

• If the refugees lose their right to stay they won’t be the only 

ones to suffer.

• Many Haitians are providing support for older adults and 

people with disabilities at home, in assisted living, and in 

nursing homes. 

• While foreign-born citizens and noncitizens account for just 17 

percent of the adult workforce, they make up 28 percent of 

the total direct care workforce.
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New Medicaid Work Rules Likely To Hit 
Middle-Aged Adults Hard

• People who acquire disabilities or conditions that are 
barriers to work will be hit hard by new “prove you’re 
working” requirements.

• Medicaid covers 1 in 5 Americans ages 50 to 64, giving 
access to health care before Medicare kicks in at age 65.

• Women on Medicaid ages 50 through 64 are more likely to 
face challenges keeping their coverage and are likely to 
have a greater need for health care services

• These middle-aged women are less likely to be working 
the required number of hours because many serve as 
family caregivers or have illnesses that limit their ability 
to work,

• “We’re talking about saving money at the expense of 
people’s lives,” said Jane Tavares, a gerontology 
researcher at the University of Massachusetts Boston. 
“The work requirement is just a tool to do that.”
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