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Connecting with lawmakers on Medicaid is
always worth your time

« You are an expert in your own life and on Medicaid. You know what help
you need and get from Medicaid and what it would mean if you got less
help.

* Most lawmakers do not know much about Medicaid. They do not know
who is in Medicaid and why it is important to people with disabilities.

* They do not know that Family Care, IRIS, and CLTS are institution
diversion programs that make it possible for people with disabilities to
live in the community and stay out of costly facilities.

* They do not know who is in Medicaid and how many local jobs rely on
Medicaid to pay their workers and provide health and long term care
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The latest we are hearing from national
advocates (Jan 30)

 Your calls to Congress are making a difference!

* There are some Medicaid cuts that have support right now and
others where your calls are making lawmakers question how cuts
will impact the areas they represent.

» Many disability constituents are connecting with lawmakers about
Medicaid.

* They are learning what members of Congress think about
Medicaid.

* Some members of Congress believe things about Medicaid that are
not true or that does not reflect how Medicaid works in real life
for people.
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What are disability constituents hearing
from lawmakers about Medicaid? Ways
people who use Medicaid have responded.




What are disability constituents hearing from
lawmakers

Disability constituent says...
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Ways disability constituents have been
connecting with Congress. Tips on

persistence, getting meetings, and talking
with the right staff.




Sign up for lawmaker’s newsletters and follow
their social media accounts

Lawmakers’ constituent Social Media accounts
newsletters

* Includes information about in-district + Most members have official social
town halls and events members will media accounts (Facebook, X,
attend Instagram, You Tube, etc.).

* Includes information on policy topics « Follow what they are saying (or not
the member chooses to highlight for saying)
constituents

i « Comment on posts related to
* Is Medicaid part of what they are Medicaid or requesting feedback on

talking about with constituents? ) ,
« What are they saying about Medicaid? }Srﬁlsg?t%%r%?tltuents think are

» Does it reflect your lived experience?
« TIP: Al Trolls respond to comments.
* May have polls or ask for feedback. Don’t engage. Don’t take it

personally.
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Call Washington DC and in-district offices

> ,,

lth/Medicaid policy staff who
] g
ice expert on their topic.

lows f deral bills and advises

it %
aRl~

mem ber on Medicaid changes.
ob is to listen to people’s opinions

iy

on health care bills. Advises member
on health policy positions.

ften DC office develops
messages/responses to constituents

y

» Role is constituent services.

 Job is to track and reports to DC
office about what they hear from
constituents.

» Holds in-district meetings with
constituents.

« Knows when members will be in-
district and when they are holding
listening sessions or will be at
events.
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What are disability constituents
asking for when they call?

2 //}w or Medlcald policy person?
nformat10n7

//
ic person to email with Medicaid story
/ in //// ation about Medicaid.

//// phone or Zoom meeting to discuss

’ t concerns.

ést follow up with lawmaker on their positions
/// n Medicaid cuts.
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What to do if the office does not want to give you
health policy staff hame or contact information

» Ask again. You want a relationship with the person who is talking
to the member about Medicaid.

* Work e-mail addresses and employee names in public offices that
serve constituents can be shared.

» Constituent communication is a part of the work. You are a
constituent.

* |f policy staff is not available, leaving a message and following up
with an e-mail with what you said on the phone is important.

» Ask for the health policy staff every time you call.
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Meeting request script
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You can meet one on one or as part of a

group

e |t is helpful to practice what
you want to say before the
meeting.

* |f you are part of a group of
local disability constituents
attending a meeting having a
p(}anning meeting is a good
idea.

« Everyone can make sure the
points they make compliment
each other and everyone can
contribute.

* |f you get a meeting with a
legislator and want to do a prep
meeting and/or find other
people to go with you:

 Contact:
Beth.Swedeen®@wisconsin.gov

« Tamara.Jackson@wisconsin.gov
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What to talk about when you get a meeting

Your personal story about how Medicaid
matters to you and your family.

Other people you know who rely on
Medicaid and would be impacted by
Medicaid cuts.

The number of people that help you who
are paid by Medicaid whose jobs would
be impacted if Medicaid did not provide
care to everyone who needs it.

Professional experience that shows how
many different clients and people would
be impacted by Medicaid cuts
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Medicaid Matters to Me

Ask: If there is less money for Medicaid, the daily lives and health of people like me will be

mean less Medicaid money for states. Thank you for your time.

Sheet Ver- 3 11525 F1llablePDF pdf

impacted. Don’t make cuts that will



https://wi-bpdd.org/wp-content/uploads/2025/01/Medicaid-Storytelling-Sheet-Ver-3_11525_FillablePDF.pdf
https://wi-bpdd.org/wp-content/uploads/2025/01/Medicaid-Storytelling-Sheet-Ver-3_11525_FillablePDF.pdf

A disability constituent
telling her Medicaid story

» Meet Nancy Gapinski

* https://youtube.com/shorts/xFOGPOf1C88
?feature=share

aaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaa


https://youtube.com/shorts/xF0GPOf1C88?feature=share
https://youtube.com/shorts/xF0GPOf1C88?feature=share
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Every person in Medicaid supports many
workers who provide care

, care network!

/// any workers paid by Medicaid
vide daily or routine help to you or
your family member?

» People like, personal care workers,
DSPs, private duty nurses, job coaches,
therapists, day and employment
services, residential service providers,
case managers,

» The needs of one person support many
jobs.

» Those Medicaid-funded jobs support
unpaid caregiver’s ability to work.
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Attend in-district town halls and speak about
Medicaid with your member of Congress

» Be prepared to share your story in 3 minutes

* Go by yourself or get together a group of disability advocates.
Attending together shows many people are concerned.

* |f you have a local group, talk to each other before so everyone’s
story shows how many impacts there would be if Medicaid is cut

» Be sure to have an “ask”
« Can you commit to preventing cuts to Medicaid?
» Will you talk to others in the WI delegation about protecting Medicaid?
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Medicaid resources you can use with

awmakers

crisis or people INto an expensive

ideas could change who and what Medicaid funded institutional setting.

is covered under M

There is no way to single out certain

people and have cuts only apply to them.

Ideas to cut Federal money spent on Medicaid
and health care*

1 Stop Federal mo ‘ 18 Lower or stop

mastmlgwers Mfandam | F_ra?m funding for

Care Act (ACA) | @hld.ewm_
premiums ‘ i

Thars are mara ideas in renarts that wild imnart Medicaid hevnnd the & listed ahave

Who’s in WI Medicaid
and what 2025 cuts
mean for state
https://wi-bpdd.org/wp-

content/uploads/2025/01/Medicaidl
nWisconsinSheet 012325.pdf

Medicaid in Wlsconsm AtoZ

Wisconsin Medicaid is a joint federal and state program that provides high-quality health care coverage, long-
term care, and other services to over one million Wisconsin residents. Below is a list of all the Medicaid
programs in Wisconsin. Each program has different rules about things like age and income. To be eligible for a

program, you must meet all its rules.

BadgerCare Plus

Health care coverage for low-income people who are
ages 0-64.

BadgerCare Plus Emergency Services

Limited health care coverage for people ages 0-64
who are not eligible for BadgerCare Plus because of

their immigration status but who need immediate
care.

BadgerCare Plus Former Foster Care Youth
Health care coverage for people ages 18-25 who

Children Come First

Care coordination to help youth who are under age
19, live in Dane County, and have serious mental
health needs stay in their home and/or community.

Children’s Long-Term Support (CLTS)
Waiver Program

Services and supports to help children and youth
under age 22 who have major long-term disabilities
or complex medical needs live in their home or
community.

List of Wisconsin’s
Medicaid programs

(DHS)

https://www.dhs.wisconsin.gov/publi

cations/p02383.pdf

Uninsured Rates in W1
o, 0,
25% 18% W 0ts preaca) W 2022
of wi of Wi
population is 4%

population is

low-income covered by
(<200% FPL) Medicaid/CHIP .- .

Eligibility Levels
as a % of FPL*

Expansion Statu
Not Adopted 306%

100% 100% 83%

Children Pregnant Parents. Childless Seniors & People
‘Women Adults  wi Disabilities

*100% of Federal Poverty Level (FPL): & for a family of thr fer an individual
In WI, Medicaid Covers:
1in7 41%

adults ages 19-64 St noraidsry
Medicaid enrollees
in W1 are people of
color

1in3
children

Wisconsin Medicaid
Factsheet (Kaiser
Health)

https://files.kff.org/attachment/fact-
sheet-medicaid-state-WI
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https://wi-bpdd.org/wp-content/uploads/2025/01/MedicaidInWisconsinSheet_012325.pdf
https://wi-bpdd.org/wp-content/uploads/2025/01/MedicaidInWisconsinSheet_012325.pdf
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https://www.dhs.wisconsin.gov/publications/p02383.pdf
https://files.kff.org/attachment/fact-sheet-medicaid-state-WI
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Medicaid resource you can use with
lawmakers

 Look up what percentage of Find County

people (or exactly how many
people) rely on Medicaid in
your county:

» Ex. 25% of Racine County’s
population is in Medicaid

» This doesn’t county how many
workers are paid by Medicaid
to provide health or long term
care to those people.

10.08% [
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https://www.dhs.wisconsin.gov/medicaid/renewal-data.htm



Creative ways people are connecting with
other disability constituents about
Medicaid cuts. Tips on sharing your story.




Spreading the word about Medicaid cuts

* Many people have sent fact
sheet, Medicaid story, alerts
and action steps to:

» rare disease, disability specific,
or professional organization list-
servs.

» National groups or organizations
in other states.

 Network of friends and relatives
in other states.
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* You can share any materials
from us with others.

* |f you are looking for specific
information about Medicaid,
let us know and we may be
able to help.




Spreading the word about Medicaid cuts

« Connect with local talk radio « We can help you with messaging.
(always looking to fill spots) Contact Beth or Tami to put

* Letter to the editor or request for t%gfth/er 2 bda51c & Tlothe
op-ed on Medicaid \eN] . ed /

_ . » We can send message points or
Local media and local podcasts pull from presentations for

* Newsletters for local groups media/radio interviews.
(including faith-based
communities)

» Podcasts that follow politics,
caregiving issues, or disability
issues
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https://secure-web.cisco.com/1qzg4V-htGV1qB5jQj3Bd_Qlz6yPQso0J-3vyju6fbOnv2Y3ubGmkhVh6NxaKyZMG48ZNxcgVmIyPAAXzsPnSEXLDxYhun-1ug7pW4LeN5KpS0VpN94poS-g7YjtSWSM-1ywnA3rneOL4Z9qNfpQD9sdAweiCulbcqsbsDH3S69R2xCxddxxnyXelrswXwUcIsuJHfm5Hs5A6kYONPzwT0sOOnFJUjdidCbev929CBfydI2Of1YNWwwrkUtPJBs3S-tPnCs95Bjjsad9oK5bxZSD7mS6DZTm6n-NDP-B7SazsjtFTS9H8ahlxO0Xn8xXo/https%3A%2F%2Furldefense.com%2Fv3%2F__https%3A%2Fwww.politico.com%2Ff%2F%3Fid%3D00000194-5115-d639-a395-7db5d6b70000__%3B%21%21LvYzicI%21jr05r0NOjeJSZB1tkwXk8Fk0TtZ889gQfD5m0eXcfpbme9wXq-rkcSjZkK3oFoM4xCdajc3ASsgDAh1eSXkWpepRQPCwAhs%24
https://secure-web.cisco.com/1qzg4V-htGV1qB5jQj3Bd_Qlz6yPQso0J-3vyju6fbOnv2Y3ubGmkhVh6NxaKyZMG48ZNxcgVmIyPAAXzsPnSEXLDxYhun-1ug7pW4LeN5KpS0VpN94poS-g7YjtSWSM-1ywnA3rneOL4Z9qNfpQD9sdAweiCulbcqsbsDH3S69R2xCxddxxnyXelrswXwUcIsuJHfm5Hs5A6kYONPzwT0sOOnFJUjdidCbev929CBfydI2Of1YNWwwrkUtPJBs3S-tPnCs95Bjjsad9oK5bxZSD7mS6DZTm6n-NDP-B7SazsjtFTS9H8ahlxO0Xn8xXo/https%3A%2F%2Furldefense.com%2Fv3%2F__https%3A%2Fwww.politico.com%2Ff%2F%3Fid%3D00000194-5115-d639-a395-7db5d6b70000__%3B%21%21LvYzicI%21jr05r0NOjeJSZB1tkwXk8Fk0TtZ889gQfD5m0eXcfpbme9wXq-rkcSjZkK3oFoM4xCdajc3ASsgDAh1eSXkWpepRQPCwAhs%24

Sample
Medicaid

letter




Be creative
where you

share your
story

Do you have favorite
Podcasts?

Are you on Tic Tock, You
Tube, Snapchat or other
social media platforms?

Do you have favorite
local radio shows?

Do you have favorite
newsletters or content
creators?

Are their local reporters
who cover health care
issues?

Use the sample Medicaid letter,
add your story, and ask if they
are willing to do an episode

Use the story you write today
and do a video of yourself
talking about what Medicaid
means.

Use the sample letter and your
story and call in or pitch a
story to the host?

Contact them and suggest
Medicaid as an issue they can
cover.

Contact them and pitch a story
idea or submit a letter to the
editor to your local paper
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Advocacy Day
March 12th




Action Step #1: Keep engaging with federal
lawmakers. They need to understand
Medicaid and understand what Medicaid
means to constituents and how lives will
change if Medicaid is cut.




5 elected legislative officials represent you

Program their phone numbers and
e-mail into your phone.

You can e-mail or leave a message
any time. It’s ok to contact them
whenever you can, even at night.

Don’t counsel yourself out of
making the connection!

Plan on checking in and following
up frequently.

Let us know what you hear from
them. [[IQEPHER IR 0
what messages lawmakers need

to hear.
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Wisconsin’s U.S. Senators

(202) 224-5323 (202) 224-5653

https://www.ronjohnson.senate.gov/email- https://www.baldwin.senate.gov/contact/con
the-senator tact-tammy
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https://www.ronjohnson.senate.gov/email-the-senator
https://www.ronjohnson.senate.gov/email-the-senator
https://www.baldwin.senate.gov/contact/contact-tammy
https://www.baldwin.senate.gov/contact/contact-tammy

5 elected legislative officials represent you

“

.

7

 Two U.S. Senators
* Sen. Tammy Baldwin
e Sen. Ron Johnson

* One U.S. Congressional Rep.
» Look up your federal Rep at

» Bryan Steil (1), Mark Pocan (2), Derek
VanOrden (3), Gwen Moore (4), Scott
Fitzgerald (5), Glenn Grothman (6), Tom
Tiffany (7), Tony Wied (8)
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https://www.house.gov/

use Representatives

https://www.house.gov/

- (202) 225-3031 (202) 225-2906

*7 Y
*I_‘t‘_
r‘*

(202) 225-5101 (202) 225-2476 (202) 225-3365 (202) 225-5665


https://www.house.gov/

Action Step #4: Many people and workers
will be impacted by Medicaid cuts. Help

other people get information and act
themselves.




Are people who get paid by Medicaid
contacting lawmakers?

People with disabilities

» Ask your care managers, IRIS .
Consultants, personal care agencies,
therapists, and other people who
R\rowde services if they are aware of

edicaid cuts?

» Have they called their federal
lawmakers?

» What are their companies doing to
tell lawmakers not to cut Medicaid?

« What are their national organizations
doing to tell lawmakers not to cut
Medicaid.

Are you making personal calls to your
lawmakers?

Does your company have a position
against Medicaid cuts? Have they
communicated it to lawmakers?

Does your professional organization
have a position against Medicaid
cuts? Have they communicated it to
lawmakers?

Is your organization a member of a
national trade association? If the
trade association advocating against
Medicaid cuts?
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Sign up for BPDD e-mails

Federal and State
lawmakers need to know

s: / / Wi- how Medicaid helps you
ex.php/join/ and your family, and what

it would mean to your life
if the services and
supports you have are
reduced or stopped.

L Cld
“J'


https://wi-bpdd.org/index.php/join/
https://wi-bpdd.org/index.php/join/

	Medicaid 2025
	Connecting with lawmakers on Medicaid is always worth your time
	The latest we are hearing from national advocates (Jan 30)
	Slide Number 4
	What are disability constituents hearing from lawmakers
	What are disability constituents hearing from lawmakers
	What are disability constituents hearing from lawmakers
	What are disability constituents hearing from lawmakers
	What are disability constituents hearing from lawmakers
	What are disability constituents hearing from lawmakers
	What are disability constituents hearing from lawmakers
	What are disability constituents hearing from lawmakers
	What are disability constituents hearing from lawmakers
	What are disability constituents hearing from lawmakers
	What are disability constituents hearing from lawmakers
	What are disability constituents hearing from lawmakers
	What are disability constituents hearing from lawmakers
	What are disability constituents hearing from lawmakers
	Slide Number 19
	Slide Number 20
	Sign up for lawmaker's newsletters and follow their social media accounts
	Call Washington DC and in-district offices
	What are disability constituents asking for when they call?
	What to do if the office does not want to give you health policy staff name or contact information
	Meeting request script
	You can meet one on one or as part of a group
	What to talk about when you get a meeting
	A disability constituent telling her Medicaid story
	Every person in Medicaid supports many workers who provide care
	Medicaid supports business
	What people have asked for in meetings
	Attend in-district town halls and speak about Medicaid with your member of Congress
	Medicaid resources you can use with lawmakers
	Medicaid resource you can use with lawmakers
	Slide Number 35
	Spreading the word about Medicaid cuts
	Spreading the word about Medicaid cuts
	Making a Medicaid story pitch to media
	Sample Medicaid letter
	Be creative where you share your story
	Disability Advocacy Day March 12th
	Slide Number 42
	5 elected legislative officials represent you 
	Wisconsin’s U.S. Senators
	5 elected legislative officials represent you 
	Wisconsin U.S. House Representatives
	Slide Number 47
	Are people who get paid by Medicaid contacting lawmakers?
	Sign up for BPDD e-mails

