
How a Bill 
Becomes a 
Law In 
Wisconsin



Overview of Legislative Process
 You identify a problem/issue and want it 

to change.

 You meet with your legislator to discuss 

your problem/issue.

 Legislator likes your idea and sends a 

proposal to the Legislative Reference 

Bureau (LRB). 

 LRB writes the formal legal language.  

 The idea is shared with other legislatives 

(co-sponsorship) and if they also like the 

idea and sign on.



Overview of Legislative Process
 The bill is introduced in the Senate and 

Assembly and and get bill numbers. 

Assembly Bill-AB and Senate Bill-SB

 The bill has committee hearing in both 

Assembly and Senate.

 The bill is passed out of committee and 

goes to the floor. (Executive Session)

 The Bill is passed in both Assembly and 

Senate. (Floor votes)

 The Bill goes to Governor for signature 

and becomes law.



Problem/Issue
 Children with disabilities are able to be secluded and restrained at 

school.

 Parents were often not informed of the use of seclusion and restraint. 

 School were not required to report the yearly information to DPI.

 Disability Rights Wisconsin, Wisconsin Family Ties and WI Facets 

received contacts from families of children with disabilities about the 

inappropriate use of seclusion and restraint, lack of notice of the 

event, injuries, and unable to find their Districts information on 

seclusion and restraint. 



Example: AB 585/SB 527 

Changes to Seclusion and Restraint Law

 Parents contacted advocates about continuing issues with S/R.

 Disability Rights, Family Ties, and WI Facets gathered data for 

three years on S/R and created reports.

 The organizations held a press conference and families shared 

their stories. 

 Stakeholders worked together on changes. 

 Families contacted legislators about their experiences. 

 A legislator decided to do something about it.
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What are the 
chances of success?

 In the last legislative 
session (2019-2020), 2263 
bills were introduced and 
only 185 bills passed into 
law.

 This is a 50% decreases of 
billed passed from the 
previous two years.  

 The legislature has not 
been in session since March.



How a Bill Dies?  
 The committee it is assigned to doesn’t 

hold a hearing.

 The committee never takes a vote in 
Executive Session

 The committee votes but it doesn’t pass 
out of committee.

 The Rules Committee doesn’t schedule the 
bill to go to the floor.

 The full Assembly or Senate vote against 
the bill.

 One of the houses fails to move the bill 
forward.

 The Governor veto's the bill.



What can you do to get a bill passed?
 Contact your legislator about an idea and 

meet with them to discuss the problem.

 Get other people who are interested in the 
issue come with you.

 Support the legislator through the process 
by offering any advice, suggestions on the 
bill.

 Contact your friends, people you know to 
contact their legislators  to sign on to the 
bill.

 Testify at a hearing and tell your story and 
why this bill is important.

 Find other people to testify at the 
hearings.

 Talk to the press about your idea or write 
a letter to the editor or Op Ed.



Bill 

History

https://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/2019/proposals/ab168


Governor Signing of 2019 WISCONSIN ACT 118

https://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/2019/related/acts/118



Where to get information:
 https://legis.wisconsin.gov

https://legis.wisconsin.gov/


Where to get information:

 https://lobbying.wi.gov

https://lobbying.wi.gov/


Where to get information:

 http://www.thewheelerreport.com

http://www.thewheelerreport.com/


Where to get information:

 https://wiseye.org

https://wiseye.org/


Subscriptions for Information

 Morning Update

 http://www.thewheelerreport.com

/subscribe.php

 Legislative Updates

 https://notify.legis.wisconsin.gov/l

ogin?ReturnUrl=%2f

 Newsletter

 https://wiseye.org/newsletters/

http://www.thewheelerreport.com/subscribe.php
https://notify.legis.wisconsin.gov/login?ReturnUrl=%2f


Questions


